FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

Since the dawn of humanity God has
sent to this planet prophets and reformers
in all ages and climes. These prophets
and reformers tried to raise the moral
character of their nations but their message
was not universal and all-comprehensive
covering every phase of human life.
Whereas Prophet Muhammad (&) sent
as the last prophet and blessings for all
human beings outdistanced all spiritual
reformers and prophets by encompassing
his teachings to the entire humanity and
not confining to any society or environment.
The Holy Qur’an clearly states that
“Muhammad (&) was entrusted with the
task of elevating the entire human beings
to an outstanding position and to a
remarkable culture.”

While the birth of the Prophet
Muhammad (&) is celebrated with fullest
devotion in this month of Rabi-ul-Awwal
as he was sent by God as the blessing
for all the worlds and Mercy unto mankind,
the Muslims being his Ummah, have
special cause for celebrating this occasion
with greatfulness and thanksgiving. Yet
there is also need to reflect for a moment
on what the Holy Qur'an imparts and the
Holy Prophet (&) has taught and acted
upon and what we as a nation are doing.

Surveying the scene around us, the
ugly realities that confront us today like
the cult of violence and vengeance as a
pervasive phenomenon. It makes a sad
comparison as there is a huge gap
between what we are required to do and
what we actually practice. We are lacking
in moral and ethical values. Honesty has
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become a cruel joke among us, truth a
sin. Greed and selfishness has made
people subordinate to the interest of others
to fatten themselves. We have become a
society riven with conflicts and dissensions
where arson, kidnapping and murder has
become the thing of everyday occurance.
Pakistan is bleeding white by a rampant
corruption. Differences within us, as a
nation, on minor issues, terming each
other as enemy are suicidal for us. The
world is witnessing our disunity and weak-
nesses. The enemies of Islam are
delighted that Muslims, who once were a
world power due to their unity and fraternity,
are turning weak by the day but are still
fighting each other. Among the comity of
nations we are virtualy bankrupt of friends.
We are looked upon with contempt
wherever we go. The Islamic world, as a
whole, lies in the direct line of peril against
the back drop of the unsettling effects of
an emerging order based on globalization.
Caught in the crossfire of cobflicts of ideas
and interests, the Ummah need to face
this formidable challenge only by fortifying
its unity, faith and discipline.

For all our pathetic predicament
despite the numerical strength and material
resources, the obvious cause is that we
have strayed from the path of the Prophet.

Sorrounded as we seems to be with
grave danger this may be a good time to
think over and ponder how we have
allowed the message of the Holy Prophet
(&) to become so twisted and distorted.
This message is one calling for peace, fo
for brotherhood, for social justice and for
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tolerance. These qualities were displayed
by the Prophet Muhammad (&) throughout
his life.

On this occasion of Eid-e-Milad we
need to find ways to return to the true
message of our religion and of our Prophet.
Undoubtedly this is not an easy task in a
society where there has been so many
interpretations of the fundamental
teachings of Islam, while, many of them
are contrary to each other. This has divided
the Ummah very deeply. Those indulging
in deliberate distortion of the image of
Islam as a millitant religion and Muslims
prone to violence need to be reminded

that Prophet of Islam was mercy incarnate.
He adopted and advocated a path of
moderation instead of extremism and
decried exaggeration even in religious
affairs.

We the Muslims are fortunate enough
to have Seerat-un-Nabi amongst us to
inspire, motivate and sustain the practical
and spiritual guidance.

May the best of prayers and favours
be upon Muhammad (&) who is His
prophet and most beloved, the most
beautiful, the most superior of mankind in
many aspects....... FARID
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what ye hide.

THE HOLY QUR'AN

Know that Allah is severe in punishment, but that Allah
(also) is Forgiving, Merciful. The duty of the messenger is only
to convey (the messsage). Allah knoweth what ye proclaim and

Surah Al-Ma’idah - 5, Verses - 98 -99
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CALL FROM THE MINARET

Dr. Maulana Muhammad Fazl-ur-Rahman
Al-Ansari Al-Qaderi (R.A.)

DUTIES IN RESPECT OF MANNERS

END

Practical demonstration, in terms of
etiquette, of the Qur’anic spiritual, moral
and social ideals in life, with a view to
refinement of culture.

l. Religious Manners.
[l. Personal and Social Manners.

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL MANNERS

(1) Inrespect of employing the concept
of “Rightism”:

The Holy Qur’an designates the
Muslims as “the Companions of the Right
Hand”, and “those on the right hand”
(LVI : 8). From here emerges the concept
of “Rightism” which projects itself in the
domain of manners and is employed in all
acts involving cleanliness, beneficiality,
sanctity, and the like.

The Hadith supplies the details in this
respect, which have been incorporated in
the books of Figh (Islamic Law).

(2) Inrespect of greeting one another:
The Holy Qur'an says:

“When a (courteous) greeting is
offered to you, meet it with a greeting still
more courteous, or (at least) of equal
courtesy. Allah takes careful account of
all things.” (1V : 86).
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The basic form of greeting has been
given in the Holy Qur'an at several places,
as for instance in the following verse:

“When those come to thee who believe
in Our Signs, say: ‘Peace be on you: your
Lord hath prescribed for Himself (the rule
of) Mercy: . ..” (VI:54).

“Peace unto you for that ye persevered
in patience! Now how excellent is the final
Home!” (XIII : 24).

“....and peace to all who follow the
Guidance.” (XX : 47).

The Islamic Shari'ah has prescribed
the following standard form:

(Assalamo ‘alaikum)
“Peace be on (or, with) you”,
which, as a reply, takes the form:

(Wa'alaikum-us-Salam)
“and on you (also) be Peace.”
To it can be added:

(Wa Rahmatullah)
“and the Mercy of Allah.”
And after that, also:

(Wa Barakatuhu)
“and His Blessings.”

These additions are meant to raise
the standard of greeting in the expression
of love.
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(3) In respect of dignified bearing in
life:

A Muslim shoud keep aloof from all
unedifying things in word and deed, not
to speak of indulging in them. (XXIII : 3).
In spite of that, however, if he is ever
confronted with an unedifying situation or
thing, it is his duty to withdraw in an
honourable and dignified manner. The
Holy Qur’an says:

“. . . and when they pass by any
senseless thing, they pass by it with
dignified (avoidance).” (XXV : 72).

(4) In respect of dealing with
unreasonable people :

With aggressive, unreasonable people
who dispute merely for the sake of disputing,
a Muslim should deal in a dignified manner,
courteously withdrawing from their
wranglings. The Holy Qur'an says:

“. .. and when the ignorant address
them, they say, ‘Peace’.” (XXV : 63).

(5) In respect of talking to people:

A Muslim’s manner of talk should
contain the elements of courtesy, serenity,
and dignity.

The Holy Qur'an says:

“. . .and speak in goodly (i.e.,
courteous and dignified) manner to

mankind. ..” (Il : 83).

“. . .and lower thy voice (i.e., speak to
people with serenity). . .” (XXXI : 19).

(6) In respect of avoidance of
ostentation and haughtiness and
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observance of humility:

A Muslim’s manner should always
reflect the above virtues. The Holy Qur'an
says:

“Nor walk on the earth with insolence:
For thou canst not rend the earth asunder,
nor reach the mountains in height.”
(XVII : 37).

“And be moderate in thy pace, and
lower thy voice; for the harshest of sounds
without doubt is the braying of the ass.”
(XXXI : 19).

“And the servants of (Allah) Most
Gracious are those who walk on the earth
in humility. . . .” (XXV : 63).

(7) In respect of avoidance of light-
heartedness:

A Muslim’s manners should always
be based on avoidance of light-
heartedness and vainglory and should
reflect dignified bearing, because,
according to the Holy Qur’an:

“Verily Allah approveth not those who
exult in vanity.” (XXVIII : 76).

(8) In respect of being thankful:

The Holy Qur'an has repeatedly
emphasised thankfulness as one of the
basic qualities of Islamic character and
has condemned ungratefulness,—
thankfulness benefiting not only the
personality of the moral agent in respect
of its harmonious build-up but also bringing
reward from God in the Hereafter:

“. . .and Allah will reward those who
give thanks (to God and man).” (lll : 145).
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Hence, a Muslim should always thank
in suitable words everyone who does any
good to him.

(9) In regard to demonstration of
respect towards the elders:

A Muslim should always maintain a
respectful attitude towards his elders and
demonstrate this attitude even in his
manners, as it has been commanded in
the case of one’s parents:

“And out of kindness, lower unto them
the wing of humility—". (XVII : 24).
(10)In respect of compassion:

A Muslim should not only maintain in
his heart but also demonstrate through
his manners compassionate kindness for
all those who are weaker than him in any
way or junior to him in age or rank,
because the Holy Qur'an has laid down

this virtue as one of the qualities of Muslim
character. It says:

“ . .and to be of those who believe
and exhort one another to perseverance
and exhort one another to compassionate
kindness”. (XC : 17).

(11) In respect of treating those who
seek help:

A Muslim should treat politely and not
rudely everyone who asks for his help,
because the Holy Qur'an says:

“And as to one who asks (for thine
help) scold (him) not”. (XCIII : 10).

(12)In respect of visiting the people:
() Respect for each other’s privacy
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with a view to maintain personal and family
privacy and to avoid social scandal to
which its non-observance is likely to give
rise, enjoined:

“O ye who believe! let those whom
your right hands own and those of you
who have not attained puberty ask leave
of you three times before the dawn-prayer,
and when ye lay aside your garments at
noonday, and after the night-prayer: three
times of privacy for you. No fault there is
upon them beyond these times going
round upon you, some of you upon some
other. In this wise Allah expoundeth unto
you the commandments: and Allah is
Knowing, Wise.

“And when the children among you
attain puberty, then let them ask leave
even as those before them asked leave.
In this wise Allah expoundeth unto you
His commandments; and Allah is Knowing,
Wise.

“And past child-bearing women who
have no hope of wedlock—upon them it
is no fault that they lay aside their outer
garments, not flaunting their adornment.
And that they should restrain themselves
is better for them; Allah is Hearing,
Knowing”. (XXIV : 58-60).

(i) Soliciting permission before
entering another person’s house, enjoined;

(iii) Respect for the inmate’s decision
in refusing permission, enjoined:

In connection with these two manners,
the Holy Qur'an says:

“O ye who believe enter not houses

other than your own until ye have asked
leave and invoked peace on the inmates
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thereof. That is better for you, haply ye
may take heed.

“Then if ye find no one therein, enter
not until leave hath been given you. And
if it is said unto you, go back, then go
back. It is cleaner for you, and Allah is of
that which ye work Knower.

“No fault it is upon you that ye enter
houses uninhabited wherein there is some
property for you, and Allah knoweth that
which ye disclose and that which ye hide”.
(XXIV : 27-29).

(iv) Greeting the inmates on entering
a house, enjoined:

“...Then when ye enter houses, salute
one another with a greeting from Allah,
blessed and sweet.” (XXIV : 61).

(v) Obtaining permission from the host
before leaving him, enjoined:

The Holy Qur'an says:—

“The Believers are those alone who
have believed in Allah and His Messenger,
and when they are with him on (some)
affair collecting (people together) they
depart not until they have asked his leave
T (XXIV o 62).

This verse, although particular in its
reference, contains the general principle
of Muslim conduct and manners.

(13)In respect of dining at other
persons’ homes:

(i) Coming to dine without invitation
deprecated.

(i) Coming to dine before the
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appointed time deprecated.

(iii) Seeking to stay after dining for
indulging in idle talk deprecated.

All these three injunctions are
contained in the following verse, in its
general application: —

“O ye who believe! enter not the
Prophet’s houses,—until leave is given
you, — for a meal, (and then) not (so early
as) to wait for its preparation; but when
ye are invited, enter; and when ye have
taken your meal, disperse....” (XXXIII: 53).

(14)In respect of assemblies:

() Considerateness for others in
accommodating them, enjoined:

“O ye who believe! When it is said,
make room! in assemblies, then make
room; Allah will make way for you
(hereafter). And when it is said, Come up
higher! go up higher.” (LVII : 11).

(i) Engaging in whispers with
someone to the annoyance of others while
participating in an assembly, deprecated:

“Secret counsels are from Satan that
he may cause grief to the Believers”.
(LVIII : 10).

(15) In respect of modesty in relations
with members of the opposite sex:

Note—Injunctions under this head,
together with those relating to privacy
(quoted in the foregoing), lay down the
basis of domestic peace and happiness
and form a preventive measure against
sexual vices and slander. They are meant
to promote purity of the heart and chastity.
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These injunctions may be divided into
two categories, namely:—

(a) those relating to men; and
(b) those relating to women.
(a) relating to men:

When meeting those women who are
categorised as strangers by Islam:—

() Lowering the gaze out of respect for
modesty, enjoined:

(i) Guarding modesty through proper
covering of the body, enjoined:

The Holy Qur’an says:

“Say to the believing men that they
should lower their gaze and guard their
modesty: that will make for greater purity
for them: and Allah is well acquainted with
all that they do.” (XXIV : 30).

(b) relating to women:

When meeting those men who are
categorised as strangers by Islam:—

(i) Lowering the gaze out of modesty,
enjoined:

(i) Guarding modesty through proper
covering of the body, enjoined:

(iif) Use, in public appearance, of long
gowns covering the whole body, enjoined:

(iv) Display of beauty and ornaments,
except what must appear thereof,
prohibited:

(v) Tinkling the ankle ornaments,
thereby attracting the attention of male
passers by, prohibited:

All these injunctions are covered by
the following two verses:—

“And say to the believing women that
they should lower their gaze and guard
their modesty; that they should not display
their beauty and ornaments except what
(must ordinarily) appear thereof; that they
should draw their scarves over their
bosoms-". (XXIV : 31).

“O Prophet! Tell thy wives and
daughters, and the believing women, that
they should cast their outer garments over
their persons (when abroad); that is better,
that they should be known (as such) and
not molested. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful”. (XXXIII : 59).

2
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THE PERSONALITY OF THE HOLY
PROPHET MUHAMMAD ()

Syed Anwer Ali

The Holy Prophet was born in Makkah
on Monday the 12th of Rabi-ul-Awwal, the
year of battle of the elephant, 20th April,
571 A.D.

His Person:

Portrait: He was of the middle height,
rather thin, but broad of shoulders, wide
of chest, strong of bone and muscle. His
head was massive, strongly developed,
dark hair slightly curled, flowed in a dense
mass down almost to his shoulders. Even
in the advanced age it was sprinkled by
only about twenty grey hairs. His face was
oval shaped. Fine, long, arched eye-brows
were divided by a vein which throbbed
visibly in the moments of passion. Large
black restless eyes shone out from under
long heavy eyelashes. His nose was long,
slightly aquiline. His teeth upon which he
bestowed great care were well-set and
white. A full beard framed his manly fare.
His skin was clear, his complexion ‘red
and white’, his hands were as soft as ‘silk
and satin”. His step was quick, elastic, yet
firm, and as that of one ‘who steps from
high to low plate’. In turning his face he
would also turn his full body. His whole
gait and presentation was dignified and
imposing. His countenance was mild and
pensive. He laugh was rearely more than
a smile (quoted by Lane Pole see the
Benefactor, by Fagir Syed Waheeduddin,
P.85)

Manners: When Hazrat Aisha (#) was
gquestioned about him she said, “he was
a man just as yourselves, he laughed often
and smiled much.” When asked as to how
he would occupy himself at home, she
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said, “even as any of you occupy
yourselves. He would mend his clothes,
and cobble his shoes. He used to help me
in my household duties, what he did
oftenest was to sew. If he had the choice
between two matters, he would choose
the easiest so that no sin accrued
therefrom. He never took the revenge
except where the honour of God was
concerned. When angry with any person,
he would say, “what has taken such a one
that he should soil his forehead in the
mud”. When he sneezed, he did so with
a subdued voice, covering his face. At
funerals he never rode, and would remain
silent at such occasions.

Humility: His humility was shown by
his riding upon asses, by his accepting
the invitation even of the slaves, and when
mounted, by his taking another behind
him. He would say, “I sit at meals as a
servant does, and | eat like a servant for
| really am a servant; and he would sit as
one that was always ready to rise. He
discouraged (supererogatory) fasting. and
works of mortification. When seated with
his followers, he would remain silent for a
long time. In the mosque at Madina people
used to repeat pieces of poetry and tell
stories regarding incidents that occurred
in the days of ignorance, and laughed;
and he listening to them, and would smile
at what they said.

He hated nothing more than telling
lies; and whenever he knew that any of
his followers had erred in this respect, he
would hold himself aloof from him until he
was assured of his repentance.
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Habits:- When he pointed, he did so
with his whole, hand; and when he was
astonished, he turned his hand over (with
the palm upwards). In speaking with
another, he brought his hand near to the
person addressed, and he would strike
the palm of the left in the thumb of the
right hand when angry, he would avert
his face, and when joyful, he would look
down Wards. He often smiled and when
he laughed, his teeth used to appear white
as hailstones.

In the timings allowed to others, he
received all that came to him. Listened to
their representations, and occupied in
disposing of their business and in hearing
what they had to tell him. He would say
on such occasions; let those that are here
give information regarding that which
passes to them that are absent; and they
that cannot themselves appear to make
known their necessities. Let others report
them to me in their stead, the Lord will
establish the feet of such in the Day of
Judgement.

Speech:- He did not speak repidly, running
his words into one another, but enunciated
each syllable distinctly, so that what he
said was imprinted in the memory of every
one who heard him. He never read in a
singing or chanting style; but he would
draw out his voice, resting at certain places.
Thus, in the prefectory words of a sura,
he would pause after Bismillah-e’, after
‘Al-Rehman’ and after Al-Raheem’.

Eating: He never ate reclining. He used
to eat with his thumb, and two forefingers,
and when he had done, he would lick
them, beginning with the middle one.

Food:- He had a special liking for

sweetmeats and honey. He was also fond
of cucumbers and of undried dates. When
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a lamb or a kind was cooked, he would
go to the pot, take out the shoulder, and
eat it. He used to eat moist dates and
cooked food togehter. What he most
relished was a mess of bread cooked with
meat, and dish of dates dressed with butter
and milk. He used to have sweet (rain)
water kept for his use.

Hazrat Aisha () tells us that for month
together he did not get a full meal, Months
used to pass and no fire would be kindled
in his house either for baking bread or
cooking meat, and he used to Live on
dates and water. Some of his followers
used to live on dates and water, some of
his followers used to send milk to him. He
never enjoyed a luxury of two kinds of
food the same day. No sieves were used
to bruise the grain and blow off the husks.

Prayers:- He used to stand for such
a length of time at prayers that his legs
would swell. When remonstrated with he
said, “what” “Shall I not behave as a faithful
servant should”? He never yawned at
prayer.

Dress:- He used to wear two
garments. His “izar” (under garment) hung
down three or four inches below his knees.
He mantle was not wrapped round him so
as to cover his body, but he would draw
the end of it under his shoulder.

Various Traditions are quoted on the
different colours he used to wear white
chiefly, but also red, yellow, and green.
He sometimes put on wollen clothes.

He entered Makkah on the taking of
the city (it is siad) with a black turban. He
had also a black standard. The end of his
turban used to hung down between his
shoulders.. He once received the present

March 2009




of a scarf for a turban; which had a figured
or sported fringe; and this he cut off before
wearing it. He was very fond of stripped
Yemen stuffs. He used to wrap his turban
many times, round his head, and the lower
edge of it used to appear like soiled cloth
of an oil-dealer.

He once prayed in a silken dress and
than cast it aside with abhorrence saying:
“such stuff, it does not become the pious
to wear,” On another occasion, as he
prayed in a figured or spotted mantles,
the spots attrached his notice, when he
had ended, he said “take away that mantle
for verily it has distracted me in my prayers
and bring me a common one,”. His sleeve
ended at the wrist. The robes in which he
was in the habit of receiving embassies,
and his fine Hadramaut mantle, remained
with the caliphs; when worn or rent, these
garments were mended with fresh cloth;
when worn or rent, these garments were
mended with fresh cloth; and in after-times,
the caliphs used to wear them at the
festivals. When he put on new clothes
(either an under-garment, a girdle, or a
turban,) the Prophet (&) would offer up a
prayer such as this:

“Praised be to the Lord who has
clothed me with that which shall hide my
nakedness and adorn me while | live. |
pray Thee for the good that is in this, and
the good that has been made for it; and
| seek refuge from the evil that is in the
same, and from the evil that has ‘been
made for it.”

Shoes:- Hazrat Anas had the charge
of his shoes and of his water pot. After his
death, Hazrat Anas used to show his
shoes. They were after the Hadramaut
pattern with two thongs. In the year 100
or 110 A.H. one went to buy shoes at
Makkah, and tells us that the shoe maker
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offered to make them exactly after the
model of Mohammad (&) which he said
he had seen in the possession of Fatima
the grand daughter of Abbas. His shoes
used to be cobbled.

‘Miswak’ (Tooth Picks):— Hazrat Aisha
tells us that he never lay down by night or
by day but on waking he applied the tooth
pick to his teeth before he performed
ablution. The tooth pick was always placed
conveniently for him at night, so that, when
he got up in the night to pray, he might
use it before his lustrations. His tooth picks
were made of the green wood of the palm
tree. He never travelled without one.

Seal of Prophethood:— This, as it is
said, was a protuberance on the Prophet’s
back of the size an appearance of pigeon’s
egg. It is said to have been the Divine
Seal which, according to the predictions
of the Scriptures, marked him as the last
of the Prophets.

Hair:— His hairs were used to be
combed. They were neither curling nor
straight. He had, it is said, four curled
locks. His hairs were ordinarily parted, but
he did not care if they were not so.

Moustache and beard:— He used to
clip his moustache. A Magian once came
to him and said: you ought to clip your
beard and allow your moustaches to grow.
Nay, the Prophet (P.B.U.H.) said, “for my
Lord has commanded me to clip the
moustaches and allow the beard to grow.”

Marriages

The European biographers take
exception to the number of wives taken
by the Hoy Prophet (&) but, as it is rightly
said by the author of the Dictionary of
Islam, “It is only natural for, them to throw
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mud on those who do not belong to them
and who are not of the same colour as
they are. This is a malady for which there
is no cure.” As Qur'an says.—

“In their hearts there is a disease, and
this disease does God increase in them;
for them is a painful agony on account of
what they lied.” (Bagarah, 2:10)

“For three centuries they have cried
themselves, hoarse over their accusations
of Mohammad (&) being a licentious man,
an imposter, a murderer, a liar, and all
other vile epithets which their hearts could
accept. And they go on repeating these
lying accusations belie ving that some of
the mud they throw may stick. But they
might just as well, spit at the moon
fancying that their spitting will reach the
upper regions. Mohammad (&) requires
no defence. God is his Defender.
Europeans may soon be throwing mud at
the holy persons of jesus and Virgin Mary.”

“And what proof have these writers of
Mohammad (&) being a licentious man?
Nothing but the fact that after he was 53
years old, he gradually contracted a
number of marriages which they dislike,
and the further fact that while he limited
the number of wives to his followers at a
maximum of four, he made an exception
of the law in his own case.”

“The fact that Mohammad (&) has
many wives at a certain stage of his life,
namely, after his migration to Madina, is
undisputed, but Abraham, David, Solomon
and many other prophets and saints of
the Old Testament had many wives. Were
they all licentious men? God forbid such
an accusation.

“As to the law, the limitation of the
number of wives was fixed at the end of
the 8th year of Hijri and the Holy Prophet
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(%) had married all his wives before that
period. He was told by God to keep those
whom he had married but was forbidden
to marry any more. If he divorced his wives,
or if they became widows as the majority
of them did they could not be re-married.
Out of respect of the Holy Prophet (&)
they were called “ Ummahaat-ul-
Momeneen” i.e. mothers of the faithful.
This was all the special legislation allowed
to him.

He was the ruler of the State of Arabia
when the revelation came in favour not of
Mohammad (&) but of his wives — that
they need not be divorced. and also
against them that they must not re-marry
after his death, And all of them remained
widows till their death.”

“Mohammad (&) was subject to law
but it was God'’s law, and not the law of
the European biographers. Rulers always
had and must have special privileges and
the writer could mention scores of such
privileges. But let that suffice. The
accusation that Mohammad (&) was a
licentious man because he married so
many wives is absolutely false and without
foundation of fact. Mohammad (&)
marriages were all marriages that were
forced upon him or marriages of protection
of the females whose husbands had died
in the cause of God and whom he took
into his household, or, lastly, marriages
specially contracted to cement the bonds
of love with those who could by their
position and influence be of service to
Islam. In every single case, it was a
personal sacrifice on the part of
Mohammad (&) to have contracted the
marriage, or circumstance obliged him to
do so while there was as yet no law limiting
the number of wives.”

A close study of the subject, shown
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that there was no iota of lust at all in either
of the marriages contrated by the Holy
Prophet (&) when he was young, he was
offered the best of the Arab girls by the
Quraish themselves, but he refused. When
he was 25 years of age he married Hazrat
Khadija, at her own proposal, although
she was a widow of 40 and had previou-
sly been married twice and until she was
alive he did not take any other wife.
Although it was the age for him that he
could take as many wives as he wished.
When Hazrat Khadija dies, he was 53
years of age and had children to be looked
after. He again married a widow namely
Hazrat Sauda bint-e Zam’aa, whose
husband had died in Abyssinia after
migration, and she also had a son from
him. This was in fact with a view to give
support to a widow of one of his most
earlier and faithful followers.

Marriages with Hazrat Aisha and
Hazrat Hafsa were contracted to
strengthen the relations with his absolute
followers Hazrat Abu Bakr and Hazrat
Umar, just as he married his own
daughters to Hazrat Usman and Hazrat
Ali. All this was done for the sake of Islam
and not for the sake of satisfying any
personal desire. It may be noted that
Hazrat Hafsa was also a widow of one of
the martyr of Badr namely Khaneis. Hazrat
Umar had offered her hand to Hazrat Abu
Bakr and also to Hazrat Usman but they
had refused. She, like her father, was a
strong minded woman and not quite young.
The Holy Prophet (&) was now over 54
years.

Deaths at Badr, Uhad and the murder
of 77 ‘Qaris’ of the Holy Qur'an by the
treachery of the enemy had widowed
nearly half the Muslim women at Madina,
and the Holy Prophet (&) was not the only
man who was contracting marriages with
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a view to give protection to them. He was
in fact setting an example to his
companions, and they all had to take this
extra burden on their shoulders. These
were not marriages of pleasure but of
absolute and dire necessity. Hazrat Abu
Bakr, Hazrat Umar and Hazrat Usman and
all the rest had their share of this burden.
After all the Muslim women could not be
left to look after themselves and remain
unsupported. Islam condemns and makes
punishable fornication and adultery. The
Holy Prophet (&) therefore, contracted
more marriages for preservation of the
morality of his peopple. Thus his marriage
with Hazrat Zainab ‘Ummul Masakeen’
who was the widow of Abdullah bin Jahash
and Hazrat Umme Salma widow of Abu
Salma, were on account of death of their
husbands in the battle of Uhad. At that
time the Holy Prophet (P.B.U.H.) had
already completed 57 years of his age.

Marriage with Hazrat Zainab binte
Jahash was out of the Command of Allah.
It was in fact to abolish a custom of the
Arabs. Qur'an says:

“When Zaid had his want of her, we
married her to thee so that there might be
no barrier upon the faithful in the marriage
of the wives of their adopted sons when
they had their want.”

(Qur’an, Ahzab, 33:37)

Hazrat Javeriah was the daughter of
Haris bin Zirar, and was a captive of war.
Her father himselve married her to the
Holy Prophet (&) as an honour to himself
and this in fact resulted in the freedom of
all the war prisoners of Bani Mustaghlag.
Thus this marriage was marriage for the
sake of charity and brotherly love and by
it the Holy Prophet (&) won the hearts of
the Arabs.
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Hazrat Safia was the daughter of
Jewish Chief Haye bin Akhtab, and was
the widow of another Jewish Chief
Kananah who was killed at Khyber. It was
not fit for any Muslim to take a lady such
rank as a captive of war, and therefore,
the Holy Prophet (&) by marrying her gave
her a respect she deserved.

The marriage of Hazrat Umme Habiba
was also out of necessity. She was the
widow of Abdullah bin Jahash who
migrated to Abyssinia and died there. The
Holy Prophet (&) married her by proxy
and this resulted in winning over the
unbelieving Quraish as she was the
daughter of Abu Sufyan. In fact it was on
account of this marriage that Khalid bin
Walid accepted Islam and Abu Sufyan’s
opposition was reduced.

Hazrat Mariah was sent to the Holy
Prophet (&) by way of gift by the Ruler of
Egypt and it is obvious that she could not
be possibly handed over to any body else.

Hazrat Maimunabh, it is said, had made
a gift of herself in person to the Holy
Prophet (&) and, therefore, he took her
as his wife.

After all these marriages had already
been contracted, there came the command
for the believers in general limiting the
number of wives to four (Nisa, 4:3). By
now, however the Holy Prophet (&) had
contracted about 11 marriages and nine
of his wives were already living at the time
of this command. God made the retention
of all these wives lawful for the Holy
Prophet (&) and commanded him not to
marry any other woman. Qur'an says:

“hereafter no more wives are allowed

to thee nor is it allowed to thee to change
for other wives even though their beauty

MINARET

surprises thee, excepting what the right
hand possesses. For God is Guardian
over all things.” (Ahzab, 33:52)

After this command the Holy Prophet
(&) did not take any other wife at all, and
this also shows that all the marriages he
contracted were in obedience to the
command of God.

While dealing with the subject of the
number of marriages contracted by the
Holy Prophet (&) we should also keep in
mind that before Islam there was no limit
to the number of wives a man could take,
and it is a fact of history that the Arabs
could hardly feel satisfied with one wife.
This may be on account of the climatic
conditions or any other reason whatsoever,
but the fact remains that it was nearly a
custom among the Arabs to have more
than one wives, rather it was thought to
be a sign of greatness among them. In
that perspective it was not at all unusual
for the Holy Prophet (&) also to have
married more than one wives although the
marriages he contracted, as explained
above, were out of necessity and
undoubtedly for the benefit of his wives
themselves. There was no iota of wordly
interest in these marriages at all. The life
of the Holy Prophet (&) and all of his wives
remained throughout simple, pious and
austere so much so that neither there were
fine houses to reside, nor any furniture to
use, nor good clothes to wear, nor any
arrangement of delicious food, nor even
any servant to attend. The Holy Prophet
(%) and his wives mostly lived on milk,
dates and water and sometimes kept on
fasting only. Inspite of all this the relations
between the Holy Prophet (&) and his
wives remained very cordial out of live
and affection.

Another justification for the number of

March 2009




marriages consists in the fact that through
his wives the Holy Prophet (&) explained
the Commands of Allah relating to the
personal lives of women. Each day the
Holy Prophet (&) used to visit the houses
of his wives and there the Muslim women
also used to gather and learn the Islamic
commands relating to their private as well
as public affairs. Thus each of the house
of the wives of the Holy Prophet (&)
worked as a training camp for the Muslim
ladies. Even after the death of the Holy
Prophet (&) his wives acted as teachers
of the Islamic ‘Shariat’ for the believers in
general for a long time and people learnt
a large number of Traditions of the Holy
Prophet (&) from them.

Yet another justification for the Holy
Prophet (&) for having more than one
wives was to present an example of
equitable dealing with all wives for all those
who for one reason or the other contract
more than one marriage within the limits
of the ‘Shariat’. He was the last Prophet
of Allah and on him the ‘Shariat’ was
finalised and therefore it was necessary
for him to set examples of all sorts of
human affairs which are permissible by
Allah the Almighty.

The Holy Prophet (&) at the time of
his death left nine of his wives living and
most of them lived for many years after
him. Yet the life of each of them continued
to be simple and devoid of worldly assets.
They led an exemplary chaste and pious
life till their death. By the Muslims in
general they were, and are still, taken to
be their mothers and are generally known
as ‘Ummabhaat-ul-Momeneen’ (i.e., the
mothers of believers). Their lives
themselves show that in their marriages
with the Holy Prophet (&) there was neither
lust nor any material interest. The main
purpose was the development of the
spiritual values and teaching of the Holy
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Qur’an and Sunnah. From the life of the
Holy Prophet (&) as we have on the record
of history it is clear that throughout his life
he never paid any beed to material gains
of this world. His life was totally guided
by the Command of Allah and therefore,
whatever he did, he did it in obedience to
the command which he received from Allah
the Almight. Qur’an tells us that he did not
even speak out of his own desire, but
whatever he spoke, it was a revelation
from Allah the Almighty.

(Najm, 53:2-4)

His Personality

The personality of the Holy Prophet
(&) as also previously stated, has been
made a part of Kalma-Tayyiba’ which, in
fact, is quite inevitable because excepting
him there is no other source for the
mankind to know what is meant by ‘lllallah’.
We can only know through intellect and
understanding that there is ‘La Illah’ i.e.,
there is no God, but that there is Allah and
what Allah actually is, this we can only
know through the Prophet of Allah.
Similarly we know that Qur’an is the Word
of Allah, that Allah has liked Islam as
religion for mankind, and that all Prophet’s
came with one and the same Message
i.e., Islam, through the word of the Holy
Prophet (&) only. Moreover, excepting the
life of the Holy Prophet (&) there is no
other source for us to know what Islam in
practice means.

In view of this, it is really correct to
say that the real meaning of “Kufr” is denial
of the Prophethood of the Prophet of Allah.

The Quran has announced that one
who accepts Islam must obey the Holy
Prophet (&).

He who obeys the Holy Prophet (&)
obeys Allah Subhanahu.
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PROPHET MOHAMMADMAG
BENEFACTOR TO WOMEN

(Mrs. Riffat Saeed)

In the name of Allah. the Beneficient,
the Merciful.

The month of Rabi-ul Awwal is of
special importance in the world history. In
this sacred month the most sacred of
human beings, the world’s greatest
revolutionary was born. Prophet
Mohammad (&) gave an identity, a specific
character a direction to all countries people
and history. We women are especially
grateful to them for without this benediction
we would have been no-where. He taught
and practised the gospel of basic respect
that a woman is entitled to simply by virtue
of being a woman.

2. The Epoch before the dawn of
Islam was the world’s blackest Epoch. The
condition of women all over the world was
hopeless. Women had no status, no social
standing what-so-ever. It was customary
for a Roman to kick out his wife at his
whim or even to murder her at his sweet
will. In Babylon women were sold and
purchased like perishable commodities.
Women had no legal rights nor any status
in the eyes of the law of Persia. In India
women had no share in heritage what-so-
ever. Remarriage after the death of her
husband was unheard of. She was not
allowed to read the religious books nor
participate in the religious ceremonies.
Greeks considered women a breed of an
inferior order. Her life was virtually a life
imprisonment from birth to death. She was
simply the heritage of the male members
of her family. There was discrimination
even in the means of salvation which was
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support to attain salvation by means of his
physical strength, women'’s saluation laid
in a absolute submission to man’s will.
According to Jewish religion women was
deprived of her share in heritage in the
presence of a male member. In Christianity
or the distorted version of it women were
accorded the lowest possible social status.
She was considered the root of all ills and
evils. In Arabia women were treated like
animals a woman had hundreds of
husbands. She was divorced, if at all in
the most barbaric manner. The birth of a
daughter was considered a stigma that
brought shame to the parents. The burying
alive of daughters was taken for granted
as intrinsically natural and right.

3. This tragic grotesque picture of the
past brings tears to one eyes. Today |
stand here to pay homage to Prophet
Mohammad (&) who is universally
acknowledged as the greatest benefactor
to women kind. Today | am proud to be a
Muslim woman. It is indeed a great honour
that God Almighty has bestowed upon me
that | am born and bred in a Muslim family
where the sunnah of Rasool-i-Pak is held
up most. | owe the love the dignity, the
honour. the understanding with which |
have been brought up to Holy Prophet (&)
for it was he who accorded dignity and
honour to all women.

4. We call Prophet Muhammad (&)
the greatest benefactor to women-kind
because he elevated the position of woman
on purely humanitarian grounds expecting
no favours in return. There was no political
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necessity for the Prophet of Islam to gain
the favour of the fair sex because women
were not the commanding force in Arabia
as the social status of women was almost
a non-entity. Nor was the Prophet of Islam
faced with the necessity of enlisting woman
for fighting a nation war of defence against
any foreign aggression. He had no wordly
motive, no military necessity, no political
expendiency underlying his concern for
the most down-trodden section of
humanity. Holy Prophet (&) taught men
to respect women not just because she
was a women but because she was the
embodiment of all that was pure, virtuous
lovely and homely.

5. Islam has established the status
of women folk generally and specifically.
Women have been accorded the same
status as that of men as Quran rejects all
inequalities due to sex, race, colour or
creed, for Quran says:

“O people be careful of your duty to
your Lord who created you from a singly
being and created its male of the same
and spread from these two many men and
women”.

Thus in essential human dignity and
fundamental rights men and women stand
on an equal footing for ultimately they
spring from a singly source. It is the Quran
and the teachings of Prophet that assert
the dignity of women by declaring:-

“They are an apparel for you and you
are a apparel for them”.

Thus we see that each sex complements
and decorates the other. Therefore, the
sacred scriptness of Quran and Hadith
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brought a revolution in the status and
position of women. Whenever the males
have been mentioned in the Quran, the
females also have been spoken of :—

“Surely the Muslim men and Muslim
women, believing men and believing
women; Obeying men and obying women;
Allah has prepared for them forgiveness
and might reward”.

So we see that spiritually and morally
women are on same footing as men, just
as a man can attain salvation through
complete submission to the will of God,
women can also seek salvation through
their faith. There are no limits to the moral
progress of women.

“and who ever does good deeds,
whether male or female, and he or she is
a believer, these shall enter the garden
and they shall not be dealth with job
unjustly”.

Thus in regard to religious duties there
is no discrimination between men and
women it follows that if men and women
have equal duties in regard to prayers, the
payment of Zakat and most of all, in the
enjoining of good and the forbidding of
evil, it is necessary that they should have
equal educational opportunities.

6. Prophet Mohammad (&) called
Hazrat Fatima his beloved daughter to his
side and gave her the good news that she
would be the leader of the women in
paradise. Quran declares and the Prophet
endorses that women possess intellect
wisdom and soul as men and women came
from the same stock. In respect of mutual
rights of husbands and wife the Qur’an
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speaks;

“and they have rights similiar to those
against them in like manner”.

The aim of life is to get paradise in the
next world or self-realization and perfection.
In order to acheive that end, education is
necessary. The Holy Prophet though quite
unlettered himself laid it down fourteen
hundred years ago that education is
compulsory both for males and females
and that it should be sought even if it is
available in so distant a land as China.

7. Hazrat Ayesha reported “I heard
the messenger of Allah say “Who-so treads
a path in search of knowledge, it shall
make the way to heaven easy for him”.
There is no doubt that Prophet encouraged
women in the spirit of understanding and
inquiry. His wife Ayesha was hereself a
very learned women and during her advice
was eagerly sought by the rulers of Islam
on all issues. Even from a material point
of view women are given the same status
as man. Just as a man can earn his
livihood similiarly a woman is also allowed
to earn her living hood.

8. Apart from these, women have
also been allocated special rights and
privileges as mother, daughter and wife.
The duty to parents has been placed by
the Qur'an and Hadith next to the supreme
duty towards Allah. The mothers place in
Islam is next to Allah and his Apostle
regarding obedience and then comes the
father and then the other near relatives.
Abu Hurairah reported that a man enquired
“O ! Apostle of Allah! who is the most
proper person for my good association?”
Thy mother “replied he then he asked who
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is next? Thy mother” replied. He enquried
who is next? Thy father” he said.

9. Ibn Omar reported that a man
came to the Holy Prophet and enquired*
“O Apostle of Allah | have certainly
committed a great sin. Is there any
repentence for me? He enquired, have
you got mother? No! replied he. He asked
have you got mothers sister “Yes” said he.
He said “Then accord her good treatment.

10.Muawaiyah-b-Ja’hemah reported
that he came to the messenger of Allah
and said “O’ messenger of Allah! | intend
to join in battle and have come to you for
consultation. He enquired “Have you got
mother? ‘yes’ replied he. He said then
keep near her because paradise is near
her feet.

11. The Holy Prophet said the paradise
is under the feet of mothers. No Muslim
is allowed to join the battle field without
mother’'s permission. This complete
obedience to the dictates of mother is a
great honour that is bestowed upon women
by the Prophet of Islam. It is an open
acknowledgement and appreciation of
mother who patiently bears all sorts of
hardships, physical discomforts and
sacrifices her comfort in the up-bringing
of her children.

12.The birth of females was looked
upon as a bad omen in the family by the
Pre-Islamic Arabs. Their faces suddenly
turned pale when they heared the birth of
a daughter. They therefore had recourse
to killing or burying the daughters alive.
The Quran abolished this cruel and
pernicious custom by declaring.
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“Don’t kill your children out of fear of
poverty. We shall give you provisions.”
Daughters are given a share in the property
of their fathers and near relatives. Mankind
has been warned not to prefer sons to
girls at the risk of losing paradise.

Ibn-i-Abbas reported that the
messenger of Allah said: “who ever has
got a female child and then neither buries
her alive nor treats her unjustly nor prefers
his children to her, (meaning the male
children) Allah will admit him to paradise.

Anas reported that the messenger of
Allah said.

“Whoever maintains two daughters till
they attain maturity, will come on the
Reservation day — he and | like this.” and
he joined his fingers.

Prophet Muhammad (&) had a special
soft corner for his daughter Hazrat Fatima.
Hazrat Ayesha reports “I have seen none
more resembling in manners, guidance
and conduct of the Holy Prophet than
Fatima: Whenever she came to him, he
used to stand up for her and then take her
by the hand, kissed her and would make
her sit in his seat: and whenever he went
to her, she used to stand up for him, take
him by the hand, kissed him and would
make him sit near her seat.”

Thus after educating the Barbarians
by his practical example that a woman
was to be held in great esteem he laid it
down that marriage is a civil contract
between a man and a woman to him
together as husband and wife. He made
it clear by his personal example that mere
maintainance is not all that the law of God
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requires but that the husband should treat
his wife as a companion, as a help, as a
guide, as a moulder of the character of
his children “The best man is one who is
best to his family” said the prophet. He
advised his followers to enjoin upon one
another in treatment of woman as they
are a trusts in the hands of their husbands.

Abu-Hurairah reported that the
messenger of Allah said.

“Certainly the most perfect of the
believers in faith is he who is the best of
them in conduct, and the best of you are
those who are the best of their wives.”
According to Ayesha the Prophet’s wife,
he said about women that they are like
pleasing roses: meaning thereby that their
grace and tenderness deserves special
regard from men.

One of the important factors of a happy
marriage is the right of free choice by either
party. The freedom of choosing one’s
partner for life has been extended both to
men and women. No marriage in Islam
can be valid without the consent of either
partner. According to a report from Abu
Huraiah, the prophet said “a previously
married woman shall not be married till
she gives her consent or a virgin be
married till her consent is sought”.

In order to safeguard the economic
position of women after the marriage, the
Prophet has emphasized that it is legally
obligatory on the husband to pay her a
reasonable amount as dower. Regarding
the amount of dowry to be fixed, Islam has
given a wide attitude to men and women—a
women belonging to the tribe of Banu
Fazarah married a man for a pair of shoes.
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The prophet asked her whether she was
really happy over that much dowry. She
replied in the affirmative where upon the
prophet made no objection.

Further to secure a stronger economic
position for women Islam has given them
full property rights. She is allowed for the
first time in the history of the world to
inherit, possess and dispose of her
property in her own right subject only to
the general condition laid down for all.

There is no legal right belonging to
men for which a corresponding female
right cannot be cited. If a man has a right
to divorce his wife, women can also seek
divorce through Khula—if she thinks she
cannot live with in the limits prescribed by
God.

Just as a man can stipulate that his
wife shall not go out except by his
permission it is open to the woman to insist

that she shall not be prevented from going
out of her home on suitable occasions or
for her economic or social needs so long
as this action does not disturb the work of
her husband or the proper upbringing of
his children. Thus we see that a wife does
not loose her separate legal personality
but retains full possession of it.

Indeed women are greatly indebted
for the favours that have been shouldered
upon them by the prophet of Mercy. For
many of the rights conferred on women
by the Prophet of Islam fourteen hundred
years ago have only partially and gradually
been given to them in western and eastern
countries during the course of the last two
centuries.

Thus we are grateful to the Prophet
of Islam for the essential human dignity
and fundamental equality that has been
conferred upon us as a special favour.
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~ Prophetic mission
historical and eternal elements

PROF. M. RAFAT analyses the historical and eternal elements of the Prophetic mission
and concludes that the Prophetic message is extremely relevant to the modern and
post-modern age.

Prophet Muhammad (&) once
underlined his proximity to the Day of
Judgement by using the simile of two
adjacent fingers of the hand. There is no
gap between two such fingers as one of
them touches the other. Similarly the Day
of Judgement will immediately follow the
age of the Prophet. The Prophet thus
emphasised the fact that with the
commencement of his prophetic mission;
the human race had entered the last and
the final stage of its career on earth. This
long journey of the human race was
nearing its completion and will soon meet
its logical end in the Day of Judgement.

The Eternal Message

Messengers of God occupied a unique
position in human history because they
imparted sense and direction to it. In the
very initial phase of human history itself,
Adam and Eve were informed about the
centrality of “Divine guidance” and were
assured that it would continue to enlighten
their future human generations throughout
human history. The Qur’an mentions this
historical episode in the following words:

“We said: ‘Get you down all from here.
And if, as is sure, there comes to you
guidance from Me; then whosoever follows
My Guidance, on them shall be no fear,
nor they shall grieve'.” (Ch. 2, v 38)

This Divine guidance was brought to
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mankind by a chain of “messengers” and
it always served the same purpose viz. to
lead mankind to the “right path” by
removing all confusions and distortions
which had crept therein during the course
of human history. The eternal aspect of
the Divine message is described by the
Qur’an as follows:

“(Let them know that) it was revealed
to you and to all Prophets before you: ‘If
you associate any others with Allah in His
Divinity, all your deeds will surely come to
naught and you will certainly be among
the losers.’ Therefore, serve Allah alone
and be among those who are grateful.”
(Ch. 39, v, 65-66)

Besides this eternal message which
formed the basic theme of a Messenger’s
address; there were particular historical
contents as well, which were specific to
each prophet’s circumstances. Each
messenger had to explicitly address the
specific issues and concerns of his times.
One recurring issue was that of strife and
divisions in the human society. The Qur'an
mentions how the Messengers addressed
this issue:

“(Let people know that) in the
beginning (of the human history), mankind
followed one single way (later on this state
ended and differences arose). Then Allah
sent forth Prophets as heralds of good
tidings for the righteous and as warners
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against the consequences of evil deeds.
He sent down with them the Book
embodying the Truth, so that it might judge
among people in their disputes.

And those who innovated divergent
ways rather than follow the Truth were
none other than those who had already
received the knowledge of the Truth and
clear guidance; and they did so, in order
to commit excesses against one another.
So, by His leave, Allah directed the
believers to the Right Way in matters on
which people had disagreed. “Allah guides
whomsoever He wills onto a straight way.”
(Ch.2, v.213)

Thus the historical aspect of the Prophetic
mission was to remove confusions about
the Truth; which might have arisen due to
baseless innovations introduced by those
who wanted to “commit excesses” against
other human beings. The Prophets made
exemplary efforts to remove all distortions
and enlighten mankind once again about
the right path.

The New Age

The final link in the glorious chain of
Prophets is the personality of Prophet
Muhammad (&). He inaugurated the “new
age” which is the final phase of human
history. This period of history has unique
characteristice of its own. While the
prophetic message is eternal, the tone
and approach adopted by the Prophet
were eminently suited to the present age.
The other Prophets had similarly paid
attention to their own specific
circumstances; in conveying the Divine
message, in their times.

What then is the essence of the
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present age! One may identify the following
five characteristics which may serve to
define it:

(@) Vast growth in the amount of
information;

(b) Unprecedented speed and extent of
communication;

(c) Simultaneous existence of diverse
cultures in close geographical proximity;

(d) Environmental crisis; and
(e) Technology induced alienation

The Prophet’s teachings are manifestly
relevant in the context of these
characteristics.

Information

The Prophet laid great emphasis on
the basic characteristic of “acceptable”
information viz. its “reliability.” The Qur’an,
itself, draws attention to the need of
“reliability” in social matters:

“O believers! When an ungodly person
brings you a piece of news, carefully
ascertain its truth, lest you should hurt a
people unwittingly and thereafter repent
at what you did.” (Ch. 49, v.6)

Apart from social matters; in general
also, the information sought by one should
be reliable.

This attitude is reflected in the following
prayers of the Prophet:

“My Lord! Show me things as they
really are!” and “O Allah! Let us see the
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truth as ‘truth’ and bestow on us the grace
to accept it. And let us see falsehood as
‘falsehood’ and grant us protection from
it”

The same attitude about reliable
information should be cultivated in matters
concerning faith and religious beliefs. In
particular, one should not attribute to the
Almighty, anything without knowledge.
Such an irresponsible utterance would be
a great sin. The Qur’an says:

“Proclaim thus: ‘Indeed my Lord has
forbidden indecent acts, whether overt or
hidden; all manner of sin; wrongful
transgression and (He has forbidden) that
you associate with Allah, in His Divinity,
that for which He has sent down on
sanction; and that you ascribe to Allah
things, of which you have no sure
knowledge that they are (actually) from
Him.” (Ch. 7, V. 33)

A common man today is flooded with
information of all kinds, a substantial
portion of which is definitely unreliable. In
this situation the Prophet’s emphasis on
“reliability” is very significant. One must
distinguish between the chaff and the
grain! To that end, suitable criteria should
be evolved. To evolve such criteria is a
responsibility of Muslims.

Communication

In the present age, communication
has become very fast and the volume of
communication possible has also
tremendously increased. Communication
has therefore become a very important
phenomenon and the problems associated
with it cannot be ignored. There are two
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basic problems which demand attention:
(a) Privacy of an individual, and

(b) Values relevant to the communication
process

According to Islamic etiquette, to pay a
social call requires permission

The Qur’an says:

“O believers! Enter not houses other
than your own houses, until you have
obtained the permission of the inmates of
those houses and have greeted them with
peace. This is better for you. It is expected
that you will observe this.” (Ch. 24, V. 27)

In other words, the privacy of an
individual may not be disturbed, except
with permission. The same etiquette
applies to disruption of privacy by a phone
call or a mobile phone call. Except when
of a very short duration, such a disruption
should be with permission only; express
or implied. The rule may be extended to
other possible invasions on privacy, by
technological means.

In Islam, conversation is regulated by
ethical values viz. One must be courteous
and truthful, should not interrupt others;
refrain from the use of indecent or improper
language and should not indulge in
backbiting or rumour mongering. These
ethical values are applicable to other forms
of communication as well. Sadly, in today’s
world, these values are often ignored. The
Prophet’'s emphasis on “good manners”
includes good manners in conversation
and the same etiquette is applicable to
other forms of communication (besides
the oral one).
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Finally, the “volume” of communication
should be appropriate. The Prophet
reminded his companions that a sensible
person should either speak well or keep
quiet. To talk unnecessarily is not a
desirable trait in any case. Similarly,
unnecessary communication is
undesirable and ought to be discouraged.
“Noise” in any form disturbs people and
unnecessary communication is also a kind
of “noise”, which should be minimised.

Diversity

According to the Islamic worldview,
human beings are one family and the
diversity of race and clan in this vast family,
is merely for the purpose of “mutual
introduction.” This diversity is part of the
Creator’s design and in no way, it hinders
the possibility of mutual cooperation among
them. The Qur'an says:

“O mankind! We created you all from
a male and a female, and made you into
nations and tribe, so that you may know
one another. Verily, the noblest of you in
the sight of Allah is the most God-fearing
among you. Surely, Allah is All Knowing,
All Aware.” (Ch. 49, V. 13)

“Do you not see that Allah sent down
water from the sky with which We brought
forth fruits of diverse hues? In the
mountains, there are white and red, of
diverse hues, and pitchy black. And human
beings too, the beasts, and cattle — diverse
are their hues. From among His servants,
it is only the knowledgeable who fear Allah.
Verily, Allah is Most Mighty, Most
Forgiving.” (Ch. 35, V.27-28)

The Prophet recognised cultural
diversity, and urf (i.e. custom or tradition)
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of a society was given due weightage by
him unless it happened to violate the
demands of justice or dignity. For instance,
the pre-Islamic “custom” of
circumambulating the Ka’'bah in stark
nakedness, was abolished by the Prophet;
because it was an indecent act. The Qur'an
says: “And when such people commit an
indecent act they say: “We found our
fathers doing that, and Allah has enjoined
it on us.” Say: surely Allah never enjoins
any indecency. Do you say things
regarding Allah that you do not know?”
(Ch.7, Vv.28)

The Prophet liberated people from
unreasonable and unjust customs. The
Qur'an says:

“(Today the mercy of your Lord is for)
those who follow the Messenger, the
unlettered Prophet. They find him
mentioned in their own (scriptures), the
Taurah and the Gospel. He enjoins upon
them what is good and forbids them what
is evil. He makes the clean things lawful
to them and prohibits all corrupt things
and removes from them their burdens and
the shackles that were upon them. So
those who believe in him and assist him,
and succour him and follow the light which
has been sent down with him; it is they
who shall prosper.” (Ch.7, V. 157)

Empowerment

The Prophet once asked the people
to imagine that the “end of the world” was
upon them. And they barely had the time
to “plant just one tree.” He advised them
nevertheless to plant it and not let the
opportunity slip by. This advice of the
Prophet has many aspects, each of which
extremely relevant to the modern man’s
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circumstances:

(&) Importance of the “Present moment”.
Utilise it; do not let it go waste.

(b) Even a“small” virtuous act is valuable.
If there is an opportunity for a seemingly
minor but good action; it should be utilised.

(c) “To plant a tree” is a noble act, worthy
of the Prophet’s attention.

In other narrations, the Prophet
advised people about the importance of
cleanliness, hygiene and moderate use of
resources and forbade waste and
excessive consumption. He laid special
emphasis on water resources, their
cleanliness and purity. In the light of these
teachings the first Caliphate instructed the
Muslim armies not to cut trees. Indeed
human beings are answerable to Allah
about the proper use of all the bounties
given by Him. The Qur’an says:

“Then, on that Day, you will be called
to account for all the bounties “you
enjoyed.” (Ch. 102, V.8)

Alienation

Today’s urban environment keeps
people extremely busy, cuts them off from
nature, floods them with noise and
meaningless information, surrounds them

with lifeless gadgets and often compels
them to live in polluted environment and
in unhealthy conditions. All these factors
alienate an individual from himself and
render him confused, dissatisfied and often
an irresponsible person. Islam meets this
situation on two fronts:

(@) Islam seeks to change the
structure of the present urban city and
suggest its replacement by a “value based”
dwelling’ which would, in effect be a city
planned according to the Islamic values.

(b) In the existing urban structure,
Islam seeks to prevent alienation by
creating “islands of peace and tranquility.”
These “islands” are mosques, gatherings
and circles of Zikr and God-fearing
individuals who manage to preserve their
sanity in this “humdrum” of
meaninglessness. The regular prayer
serves to “slow down” the unnecessary
fast pace of urban life. The Qur'an praises
individuals “whom neither trade nor sale
can divert from the remembrance of Allah,
nor from regular prayer.” (Ch 24, V. 37)

The attitude taught by the Prophet is
thus seen to be extremely relevant to the
modern and the post-modern age. This
indeed is the historical element of the
Prophet’s mission.

(Courtesy: The Muslim World)
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