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By definition the word “Extreme” is
antithetical to Islam, just as the word
“extremist” is to Muslims. It is an attitude
of forcibly imposing a way of life on other
fellow beings in completely disregard to
their beliefs and culture. It comes in several
hues and in various covert and overt
forms, espousing a wide range of
ideologies and beliefs. But in final analysis
all extremists are human beings who have
strayed away from the Middle Path of
Divine guidance. Their attitude is antithetic
to democracy and pluralism irrespective
of whether it is actuated by religious,
political or some other consideration.

A kind of such aberration appeared
in French parliament, not too far from now,
when the French president raised a vital
issue before it. Not the financial meltdown
that was undermining the world’s economy
nor the threat of climatic change. He
wanted to ban the “Burqa” (the veil).

“The problem of the Burqa is not a
religious one”, he told the members of the
parliament. It is an issue of a woman’s
freedom and dignity. Burqa is not a
religious symbol. It is a sign of
subservience.... I want to say solemnly
that Burqa is not welcome in France. Since
the French parliament can not move fast
enough to pass such a law, a 32 members
cross-party committee was created to
investigate whether wearing the Burqa
violates the principles of the French
constitution.

The parliamentry committee after a
long deliberation delivered its conclusion
a few weeks ago. It did not proposed to

ban the Burqa entirely but recommended
that women wearing Burqa be forbidden
from using public services including
hospitals, schools and public transport. It
means that the French government is
depriving a woman from availing state
benefits and right to live with dignity in
case of non-compliance with the state-
prescribed dress code.

What useful purpose could such a
law serves? Some of the women wearing
Burqa presumably do so of their own free
will as a sign of modesty while others are
forced to do so by their male relatives. An
anti-Burqa law would certainly violate the
rights of the first group and increase the
likelyhood that the second group will be
confined to their homes.

By denying women the right to
observe their religious duties, wearing of
veil / Burqa is considered a sign of
modesty and not that of subservience.
The proposed law is not actually designed
to liberate some Muslim women from their
Burqas. It is meant to appeal to anti-
immigrant and anti-Muslim voters by
demonstrat ing the government’s
determination to force the country’s Muslim
minority to integrate with the rest of
population.

It is part of the same disturbing trend
in Europe that saw Swiss voters calling a
ban of Minarets in the referendum last
year and Dutch legislature’s vote in favour
of banning the Burqas in 2005.

It is estimated that between three and
six million people, out of France’s

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK .....
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64 million population, are Muslims. It is
also estimated that between 1900 and
2000 Muslim women in France wear
Burqa most ly  in  the immigrant
sorroundings around Paris and other big
French cities.

Freedom in a society allows its
members to set their lives in their own
way unless necessary to be regulated in
larger public interest. The women wearing
burqa can be asked to remove it if
necessary for security considerations but
to compell a woman not to wear a veil
under any circumstances is tantamount

to make a mockery of the real concept of
liberism. The extremist attitude will strain
the inter-religion harmony and give rise
to mutual mistrust.

However, it is heartening to note that
French Catholic Church has condemned
the proposed legislation and has stated
that it would be perceived as a direct
attack on the Muslim community living in
France and would make it absurd to
demand that Muslim countries respect the
r ights and rel igious freedom of
minorities.....FARID

“. . . . . . . . . All men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with Certain inalienable
Rights that among these, are Life, Liberty and the
Pursuit of Happiness. That, to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their
just Powers from the consent of the governed. That,
whenever any form of Government becomes destructive
of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter
or abolish it, and to institute new Government laying
its foundation on such Principles and organising its
Powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely
to effect their society and Happiness. . . .” (Thomas
Jefferson)
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The students of Islamic history know
that all the Companions of the Holy
Prophet ( ) did not enjoy the same status
in respect of guiding the people in matters
of religion and law. Those who had passed
most of their time from the beginning of
the prophetic period in the company of
the Holy Prophet ( ) himself would consult
in Islamic matters, those whose great
qualities were commended by no less a
person than the Holy Prophet ( ) were
persons head and shoulders above the
rest. The Holy Prophet ( ) called Abu
Bakr (RDA) as the greatest person
outside the category of prophets. He
said about Omar (RDA): If there had been
a prophet after me, Omar would have
been that Prophet. He described Osman
(RDA) as the most perfect in piety. He
observed about Ali (RDA) : I am the city
of knowledge, and Ali (RDA) is its gate.
Similarly distinguished were: Ayesha
(RDA), the beloved wife of the Holy
Prophet ( ), Abdullah bin Omar (RDA),
Abdullah bin Masood; (RDA), Abdullah
bin Abbas (RDA), etc. Acting on the Divine
advice:

“Ask those who possess the Message,
if ye do not know, (XXI : 7), even the
eminent preservers (Huffaz) of Hadith and
Quran among the Companions would

come to these distinguished personages
for the solution of religious and legal
problems and would subject their own
understanding and interpretation to the
interpretation of the Quran and the Hadith
given by them.

Abu Huraira (RDA) was one of those
eminent Companions who were
distinguished in the line of preserving and
reporting the Holy Prophet’s ( ) Traditions,
and this is borne out by the large number
of Traditions reported by him and included
in the books of Hadith. But it is a fact well-
known to the students of the history of
Companions, that whenever someone
was confronted with any religious or legal
problem, he would not approach
Companions like Abu Huraira but those
who were considered Fuqaha (i.e., men
of grasp and understanding). It was this
latter class whose verdict (Fatwa) was
relied upon and whatever interpretation
they gave to the Sayings and Actions of
the Holy Prophet ( ) was accepted.

To make the distinction between the
two categories of Companions practically
clear, I may invite your attention to a
famous Hadith.

One day, the Holy Prophet ( ) went

CALL FROM THE MINARET
HIS EMINENCE MAULANA

MUHAMMAD ABDUL ALEEM SIDDIQUI
AL-QADRI

THE CODIFICATION
OF ISLAMIC LAW

PRESERVERS OF HADITH AND SCHOLARS OF
LAW AMONG THE COMPANIONS



May 2010MINARET 6

to a garden, in search of solitude, without
telling anyone. Compelled by their intense
love, the Companions became anxious
after some time and started out in different
directions to find him. Abu Huraira
succeeded in his attempt. He saw the
Holy Prophet ( ) sitting on a well, in a
quite spiritual repose and absorbed in
communion with Allah. Finding Abu
Huraira by his side, the Holy Prophet ( )
turned towards him and said : Whosoever
recited there is none worthy of worship
but Allah’ shall enter paradise.

Abu Huraira heard that heartening
message and was overjoyed, feeling that
the problem of salvation had become so
simplified. He sought the permission to
make it known to others. The Holy Prophet
( )  who was presumably in a special
spiritual state at that time, replied : yes.

Forthwith, Abu Huraira started for the
town. But he had not gone far when he
met Omar (RDA), who himself was
engaged in searach of the Holy Prophet
( ). Abu Huraira told him about the Holy
Prophet ( ) and also mentioned the Holy
Prophet’s ( ) Saying just referred. Omar
(RDA) asked him about his destination.
Abu Huraira informed him that he was
going to the town to broadcast the Holy
Prophet’s ( ) Saying among the people.
Omar (RDA) said : No ! don’t proclaim
it. Abu Huraira insisted that he would.
Omar insisted that he should not. At last
both came to the Holy Prophet ( ). Omar
implored: “O Apostle of God! If people will
be informed of this hadith at the present
stage of Islamic culture, they will stick to
its literal connotation that the recitation of
the Kalima (article of faith) is enough for
salvation and will leave Islamic actions”.
The Holy Prophet ( ) expressed his
approval of Omar's point of view.

Now, this clearly shows that Islamic
scholarship does not consist merely in the

ability to read Arabic, but in the capacity
to reach the inner depths of the teaching
contained in the Qur’an and the Hadith.
Take, for instance, the Hadith in question.
To recite the Kalima with the tongue is
meaningless unless it expresses the
corresponding conviction. And conviction
means nothing less than actually
submitting oneself to God’s commands
and the leadership of Holy Prophet  ( ).
It comprehends within itself the whole
sweep of Islamic life. In those early days
of Islam, the apprehension was justified
that people might take to Holy Prophet’s
( ) Saying literally. Hence the Faqih-ul-
Millat, the wise man of the community,
Omar (RDA) the Great, about whom the
Holy Prophet ( ) declared: “Verily, Allah
manifested truth on the tongue of Omar”,
he did not consider it proper to acquaint
the people with that Hadith at that time
and the Holy Prophet approved his
judgement.

In short, it was the principle followed
by the Companions, that whenever they
had to find out about some religious or
legal problem, they would invaribly
approach those Companions for guidance
who were considered to possess not only
the knowledge of the words of the Quran
and the Hadith but also superior insight
and understanding and were thus entitled
to guide others.

This principle was followed during the
whole period of Righteous Caliphate. For
the interpretation and execution of Islamic
Law, there was an Advisory Council which
was composed of such Companions who
were considered to be most capable in
matters of religion and law. The Amir-ul-
Mumineen was always the President of
the Council and whenever there was a
disagreement on some legal point
between the members, it was his
prerogative to give the final verdict.
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At first she tried to resist. She did not
want this to happen. She was not that sort
of person. After all, there were no gaps in
her life, no spiritual ache, she did not need
support or direction. But she kept reading
and it kept making sense. ‘I had absolutely
no expectation or desire to end up where
I am’, she says. ‘It was almost with
trepidation that I kept turning the pages
and the trepidation just increased. I kept
thinking: “OK, where’s the flaw? Where’s
the bit that doesn’t make sense? “But it
never came. And then it was like: “Oh no.
I can see where this is leading. This is
disastrous. I don’t want to be a Muslim!”

Caroline Bate is 30 years old, blonde,
blue-eyed and pretty, with a soft Home
Counties accent. She has a degree from
Cambridge. She studied Russian and
German before switching to management
studies. She is Middle England’s Dream
daughter or daughter-in-law. And though
she has yet to make her formal declaration
of faith in Allah and Prophet Muhammad
( ) — a two-line pledge called the
Shahadah or testimony of faith - She
considers herself a Muslim [but in order
to actually embrace Islam, one must recite
out aloud the Shahadah or the testimony
of faith whose meaning is ‘there is no God
but Allah and Muhammad ( ) is the
prophet and messenger of Allah. It felt
good, she says.

Caroline is not alone. Though data is
hard to come by, several London mosques
have been reporting an increase in the
number of converts to Islam, especially
since 11 September. Like Caroline, many
of these converts are from solid middle-
class backgrounds, have successful

careers, enjoy active social lives and are
fundamentally happy with their lot.

This is not a new trend, however,
Matthew Wilkinson, a former head boy of
Eton, became Tariq, when he converted
to Islam in 1993. Jonathan Birt, son of
Lord Birt, late of the BBC and now the
government’s transport guru, converted
in 1997. The son and daughter of Lord
Justice Scott also converted and Joe
Ahmed Dobson, the 26-year-old son of
the former Health Secretary Frank
Dobson, has recently and, somewhat
reluctantly, emerged as the voice of new
Muslim converts in Britain. But it is a trend
that has been pushed along by recent
events. So far, it has gone largely
unnoticed, as the press concentrates on
some of the more colourful characters
that 11 September has thrown up.

A compelling melodrama played out
beyond the fringes of Islamic culture in
this country. And while it might be
stretching a point - and answering
caricature with caricature - to insist that a
demure English rose is the exemplar of
the modern British convert to Islam,
Carol ine Bate is certainly more
representative than anyone else.

Talking to recent Muslim converts, it
is striking how similar the description of
their embrace of Islam are. Most were
introduced to Islam, Islamic history and
teachings by their friends. And given that
Islam is not generally a missionary faith,
these were gentle introductions. For most
conversion was born of curiosity, an
attempt to better understand the people
around them.

The New Face of Islam
 Nick Compton
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Caroline first started reading about
Islam last April. A school friend she has
known since she was 11 was marrying a
Tunisian, a Muslim.. ‘My best friend was
marrying into a different culture, so, I
wanted to know more about it, ‘she
explains. ‘Icame at it from more of a
cultural perpective than a religious one.
But the literature that I picked up just
stimulated me. And Islamic teaching made
perfect logical sense. You can approach
it intellectually and there are no gaps, no
great leaps of faith that you have to make’.

Roger (not his real name) is a doctor
in his mid-thirties. About a year and a half
ago, he started talking about Islam to
Muslim colleagues at work. ‘All I had ever
heard about Islam in the media was
Hezbollah and guerrillas and all of that.
And here were these really decent
people whom I was beginning to get to
know. So, I started to ask a few questions
and I was amazed at my own ignorance.
‘He became a Muslim a couple of months
ago.

For these new converts, embracing
Islam is usually a covert operation. They
quietly read, talk, listen and learn. The
hard part is coming out, declaring your
newly acquired faith to friends and family,
and, in some cases at least, facing up to
fear, scepticism and even loathing.

Caroline insists that the coming-out
process has not been painful. ‘The reaction
has been pretty much what I expected.
I’ve had everything from “Do you know
how they treat woman? “to “Wow, great
timing! “But your friends are your friends
and I expect them to deal with it.

Others have had a harder time.
Eleanor Martin, now Asya Ali (or some
o t h e r  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  t h e s e

names,depending on the circumstance),
was a 24-year-old TV actress when she
met Mo Sesay. She had a regular role as
WPC Georgie Cudworth in BBC’s
Dangerfield during the mid-nineties and
Sesay, who later starred in Bhaji on the
Beach, was also a Dangerfield regular.
Sesay is a Muslim.

‘Mo was such a kind man, just a good
person. He wanted to know me as a
person, there was nothing else going on.
And I thought, well, here is this really
decent guy and he is a Muslim. And the
image I had of Islam was of men beating
up women and going round in tanks killing
people.

‘The thing is we both had regular parts
on the show, but they weren’t very big
parts, so we had a lot of time to sit in the
caravan and talk. He really opened my
eyes.’

Eleanor finally converted in 1996. ‘I
wasn’t sure I was going to until the last
minute and then it just felt as if everything
had fallen into place and there was no
other option’.

At first she kept her conversion secret.
‘I was afraid of an adverse reaction from
friends and family. I was really worried
about what my father would say’. Her
father was a devout Christian. A former
radiotherapist, he had taken early
retirement to go into the pristhood. But
circumstances forced Eleanor’s hand. A
few months after she converted, she met
a Muslim African-American actor, Luqman
Ali, and they decided to get married. ‘I
went home and said: “I’ve got some news.
I’m getting married and I’m a Muslim”. My
mum was great. My dad said: “I think I’m
going to get a drink now”.
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‘It took Dad time. He went to see his
spiritual adviser, a nun, whose brother
happened to be a convert to Islam, and
that helped. And he’s great now, too. He’s
just happy that I’m following a path to
God’.

Roger, meanwhile, has yet to tell
family or work colleagues of his
conversion. ‘I worry it will affect my career
prospects’. He admits. ‘I know first-hand
how little people understand Islam. I know
there is prejudice based on ignorance. A
couple of years ago, if someone had told
me they had converted, I would have
thought they were odd. I don’t want people
to think I am an oddity or a curiosity
because I don’t think of myself like that’.

Most converts acknowledge that living
in an ethnically diverse city has made
conversion easier than it might have been
elsewhere. Stefania Marchetti was born
and raised in Milan but came to London
to study in 1997. She converted to Islam
from Catholicism in April last year. ‘It would
have been far more difficult for me to
convert in Italy’, she admits. ‘The Italian
media is very anti-Islam and generally
Italians think that Muslim men are all
terrorists and all Muslim women are
slaves’.

Certainly Karen Allen, a 28-year-old
scheduler for Sky TV from Stock
Newington, has enjoyed a relatively
smooth transition period. She converted
to Islam last June and soon started
wearing the traditional headscarf or hijab.
‘When I first started wearing the hijab to
work, there were a few jibes about
Afghanistan and stuff, but people are fine
now. They say things like: “That’s a nice
one you’re wearing today”.

‘I think it might be more difficult outside
London, but here there are a lot weirder

things to look at than me’.

What is especially striking about this
stream of converts to Islam is that the
majority seem to be women. Some
suggest that twice as many women as
men are turning to Islam.

Batool Al Toma, who heads the New
Muslim Project at the Leicester-based
Islamic Foundation, which offers advice
and support to recent converts, suggests
this might be exaggeration, but admits
that female converts are in the majority.
‘A lot of people seem to think that women
are more susceptible to Islam. I think it’s
largely because a lot of people are
obsessed with the idea of an educated,
Liberated British woman converting to
Islam, which they feel subjugates and
represses them in some way. We just get
a lot more attention I suppose and that
sparks people’s interest’.

The lure of Islam for women is
surprising, given that the conversion
process may be even more problematic
for them than for men. There is the
commonly held belief that Islam represses
women and female converts often have
to deal with recrimination from female
friends who view their adoption of Islam
as some sort of betrayal. Certainly, all the
women I spoke to were quick to refute the
idea that Islam imposes a women-know-
 thy-place ideology.

‘The perception of how women are
treated is completely incorrect,’ insists
Caroline. ‘Women have a fantastic position
in Islamic society’.

Indeed, many women converts talk
about the adoption of the Islamic dress
code as a liberation. They see it not as a
denial of sex and sexuality but rather as
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as acknowledgement that these are
treasures to be shared with a loved one
and them alone. They are not hidden but
rather freed from objectif ication.

Asya insists that the trick is to turn
preconceptions on their head. She wears
a scarf to show she is a Muslim and a
smile to prove she is happy being one.

One problem for converts is that they
are caught between two cultures. ‘Young
Muslims are very accepting, says Caroline.
‘They are really happy that you have
chosen to become Muslim. The older
generation are not so accepting. For them,
Islam is part of their cultural background,
it’s about the country they came from and
it’s what binds their communities together’.

One step towards greater acceptance
came last October when Reedah Nijabat
o p e n e d  A r R u m .  a n  I s l a m i c
restaurant/members’ bar/cul tural
centre/social club in Clerkenwell. Nijabat.
a 31-year-old former barrister and
m a n a g e m e n t  c o n s u l t a n t  f r o m
Walthamstow, originally conceived ArRum
as a meeting place and networking venue
for professional first-and second-
generation London Muslims. But it has
also become a focal point for many of
London’s Muslim converts.

It is easy to see why. On any work
evening, a mixed bag of Middle-aged
Pakistani men, young couples (some
Muslim, some courious non-Muslim). kids
and white British converts chat and tuck
into halal ‘fusion’ food. While the club
promotes Islamic culture, the vibe is a
Hempel temple of inner calm. Sufi wailing
calms the nerves, while the bar specialises
in healthy juices.

For the new converts I spoke to,
ArRum is a place to meet other Muslims

and somewhere to bring non-Muslim
friends and introduce them to Islam in a
way that doesn’t scare them.

ArRum accents Islam’s USP among
the major faiths: its openness and lack of
hierarchy. And Nijabat has realised that if
there is an endemic suspicion of stuffy
organised religion among the British (and
increasingly, one suspects, second-
generation British Muslims) there is great
interest in ‘spirituality’, whatever that might
mean. ‘I think that the problem has not
been with the substance of the major
faiths, whatever they are, but a marketing
defect,’ argues Nijabat. ‘Everything we do
here is about remembrance of God and
Islam, but you can get that across in a
cool way. I’m not saying anything that isn’t
in the Koran (Qur’an), but you have to talk
to people on their level’.

‘I’m beginning to see that there is a
huge misunderstanding and a bridge that
needs to be crossed between ethnic
communities, host communities and
spiritual communities, host communities
and spiritual communities, and I think we
are making a contribution to that. You can
get so hung up on the divisions and how
different we are, but it is the same God
for all of us. And we still feel that loss
whether it is an American life or a
Palestinian life. A lot of people are going
through a period of soul-searching and
that can only be a good thing’.

For many, that soul-searching has led
them to Islam. And, as Dobson points out,
ArRum and its new converts do not
represent some kind of liberal IslamLite,
a media-friendly dilution of the real thing
– The Evening Standard.

(Courtesy, The News, 19th September,
2008).
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Hazrat Abu Bakr As-Siddiq, (RDA)
the first caliph of Islam, was born two
years and some months after the birth of
Muhammed ( ). His birthplace was
Makkah and he was the possessor of
great wealth in his tribe, and a man of
perfect generosity, courtesy and
beneficence among them. He was one of
the chiefs of the Quraish and one of their
counsellors and beloved among them and
the wisest in the direction of their affairs.

He was given the task of settling the
amount of blood-money and fines. Even
before he became a Muslim, Hazrat Abu
Bakr (RDA) was the most  abstinent of
men and we are told that he forbore from
wine even in the time of ignorance.

He was among the earliest to believe
in the Prophet ( ) and according to the
traditions he was the first to join the true
faith. Ibn Ishak records that the Prophet
( ) said I never called anyone to the true
faith but there arose in him an aversion
to it and an irresolution and deliberation,
except Hazrat Abu Bakr (RDA) who
delayed not from it when I spoke to him,
and he did not hesitate therein. Al Bayhaki
says, “ and this was because he had been
accustomed to hold the proofs of the
prophetic mission of the Prophet, ( ) and
to hear traditions before his call, and when
the Prophet ( ) summoned him, then
verily thought and deliberation had passed
by for him and he at once embraced
Islam”.

Hazrat Abu Bakr (RDA) accompanied

the Prophet ( ) from the time he embracd
Islam to the death of the Prophet ( ) and
never separated himself from him either
in journeying or residence at home, except
when he had permission to depart on
account of pilgrimage or war; and he was
present with him in all his expeditions,
and accompanied him in his migration
and forsook his family and children with
cheerfulness for the sake of God and his
Prophet ( ) He was the Companion of
the Prophet ( ) in the cave of Thaur,
where they concealed themselves for
three nights with the enemy prowling
around in great numbers in search of
them. On that occasion Hazrat Abu Bakr
(RDA) said to the Prophet ( ) “We are
but two”  and the Prophet ( ) ireplied–
“Nay, for God is with us”. The incident is
referred to in the Holy Qur’an thus “If you
help not your leader, it is no matter; for
Allah did indeed help him when the
unbelievers drove him out, he had no
more than one companion; they two were
in the cave and he said to his companion
“Have no fear, for God is with us”’ then
Allah sent down His peace upon him and
strengthened him with forces which you
saw not and humbled to the depths the
words of the unbelievers” (IX:40).

Hazrat Abu Bakr (RDA) was one of
the bravest of the companions of the
Prophet ( ) in the defence of the Prophet
( ) and the true faith. Al Bazza records
that Ali (RDA) said “On the day of Badr
we made for the Prophet ( ) a shelter
from the sun and we said “Who shall

HAZRAT ABU BAKR AS-SIDDIQ (RDA)
Professor Ahmad Ibrahim
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remain with the Prophet ( ) lest any of
the idolators fall upon him?”; then none
of us approached except Hazrat Abu Bakr
(RDA) who brandished a sword over the
head of the Propher ( ); no one attacked
him but he attacked him likewise and he
is therefore the bravest of men”. It is
recorded that Ali (RDA) also said “I saw
the Prophet ( ) assaulted by the Quraish,
and one threatened him and another
shook him violently and they said “Thou
art he who make of gods, one God” and
not one of us approached except Hazrat
Abu Bakr (RDA) who struck one and
threatened another and pushed aside
another and said “Woe unto you! will you
slay one who says “My God is Allah”. We
are told from Ayesha, (RDA) that in the
early days of Islam “when the Prophet ( )
gathered the companions together there
were thirty eight persons. Hazrat Abu Bakr
(RDA) then entreated the Prophet ( ) to
declare himself openly but he said “O Abu
Bakr we are only a few”; but Hazrat Abu
Bakr (RDA) did not desist from importuning
the Prophet, ( ) until he declared himself.
The Muslims were scattered round about
the mosque each among his kindred when
Hazrat Abu Bakr (RDA) arose before the
people preaching, and he was the first
who summoned the people to Allah and
to his Prophet ( ); then the idolators fell
upon him and upon the Muslims and beat
them with heavy blows about the mosque”.

No sacrifice was too great in the eyes
of Hazrat Abu Bakr (RDA) for the sake of
Islam. We are  told that out of his
considerable fortune, estimated at 40,000
dirhams, when he embraced Islam, he
brought only five thousand, when he went
to Medina and all of these he spent upon
the manumission of slaves and in aid of

Islam. According to a report from Ayesha,
(RDA) he gave freedom to seven slaves
all of whom had suffered persecution for
the sake of Allah. It is recorded in the
traditions of Abu Daud and Tirmidhi that
Umar ibn Al-Khattab (RDA) said “The
Messenger of Allah commanded us to
give alms and I said to myself today I will
surpass Abu Bakr (RDA) if I am to surpass
him on any day and I brought half of my
property”. Then the Prophet ( ) said
“What have you kept for your family?” I
replied “The like unto that;” and Abu Bakr
(RDA) came with all the property that he
had and the Prophet ( ) said “O Abu Bakr
(RDA)! what have you kept for your
family?” He replied “I have reserved for
them Allah and His Prophet” ( ); then I
said “I shall never surpass him in anything”.
It is recorded that the Prophet ( ) himself
said “I have never been under obligation
to anyone but I have requited him, save
Abu Bakr (RDA), and verily he has put
obligations upon me, which Allah will
requite unto him on the day of resurrection
and the wealth of none has availed me,
as has availed me the wealth of Abu Bakr
(RDA)”.

The true sanctity of the life and
property of Abu Bakr (RDA) lay in his
conviction and belief that they belonged
to the Holy Prophet ( ) and not to him.
When the Prophet ( ) said, “Certainly,
never did the fortune of any person benefit
me as much as that of Abu Bakr (RDA)”.
Abu Bakr (RDA) said with tears in his eyes
“O Prophet! ( ) do my property and my
life not belong to you?”

Especially characteristic of Abu Bakr
(RDA) was his steadfast, unshakable faith
in the Prophet ( ) which gained him the
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name of “As-Siddiq”. It is recorded that
on the morning of the Isra and Meraj of
the Prophet ( ) the idolaters went to Abu
Bakr (RDA) and said “What do you think
of your companion, who pretends that he
was borne by night to Jerusalem?” He
replied “and did he say that?” They
answered “yes”; then he said “Verily he
has spoken the truth, and indeed I would
testify to him in more than that, even to
the announcement of his journey to
Heaven, going in the morning and
returning in the evening”. Ibn Ishak records
that it was on this occasion that he first
become known as “As-Siddiq” .

Ibn Kathir says that Abu Bakr (RDA)
was the best read, that is the most learned
of the companions (RDA) in the Holy
Qur’an, in as much as the Prophet ( )
gave him precedence on the companions
(RDA), as Imam in public prayers by his
words “the most learned of the people in
the Holy Qur’an shall be their Imam”.

He was one of the companions (RDA)
of the Prophet ( ) who knew the Holy
Qur’an by heart.

He was skilled in the traditionary law,
so that when the companions (RDA)
referred to him on several occasions he
came out before them, with a relation of
the sayings of the Prophet ( ) which he
recollected and brought forward when
there was necessity for it, and which they
knew not; and how could it be otherwise
for he was constantly in the society of the
Prophet ( ) from the beginning of his
mission till his death.

He was one of the most acute minded
of the companions (RDA) and the most

learned of them.

He was skilled in the genealogy of
the Arabs, more especially of the Quraish
and in the science of the interpretation of
dreams.

He was also learned in the knowledge
of God and one of the most God-fearing
of men. Among the proofs which point to
his being the wisest of the companions
(RDA), is the tradition on the truce of
Hudaibiyah when Omar (RDA) enquired
of the Prophet ( ) regarding the truce
and said “why should we accept dishonour
in our religion?” and the Prophet ( )
answered him; then Omar (RDA) went to
Abu Bakr (RDA) and enquired of him
regarding that which he had asked of the
Prophet ( ) and Abu Bakr (RDA)
answered him with the same answer as
the Prophet’s exactly.

Hazrat Abu Bakr (RDA) was of a
gentle character. During the reading of
the Qur’an he shed tears and, as is related
by Ayesha, (RDA) when he received the
news that he might accompany the
Prophet ( ) in his migration, he wept with
joy. He was wise and sagacious and was
able to understand the underlying
significance of the Prophet ( ) utterances
and teachings.

We are told in the traditions that just
before his last illness the Prophet ( )
addressed the people and said “Allah the
Holy and Most High, has given to one of
his servants a choice between the world
and the things which are His and that
servant has chosen that which is with the
Lord, God”. On hearing these words, Abu
Bakr (RDA) wept and said: “my ancestry



May 2010MINARET 14

male and female be your ransom”. We
wondered at his weeping because the
Prophet ( ) had spoken regarding a
servant that had been given the choice,
but it was the Prophet ( ) himself who
had been left to choose and Abu Bakr
(RDA) was wiser than we were. Then the
Prophet ( ) said “Abu Bakr (RDA) has
been the most generous of men towards
me, in his companionship and worldly
goods, and were I to choose a friend
besides my God, I would unreservedly
choose Abu Bakr (RDA) but the
brotherhood of Islam and its affection are
sufficient for me.”

When Abu Bakr (RDA) heard the
news of the death of the Prophet ( ) he
went to the Prophet’s ( ) house and
removing sheet which covered the face
of the Holy Prophet ( ) he kissed the
forehead and with tears pouring down his
cheeks he uttered these words “May the
lives of my father and mother be sacrificed
to you! Sacred was your life and sacred
is your death! You have tasted of the death
that has been desired by Allah for you!
And now you will never die”. After finishing
these words he covered the face of the
Prophet ( ) and came out.

At the mosque he found Umar (RDA)
addressing the people thus: “The
hypocrites say that the Prophet ( ). has

died. I swear by Allah he has not died, but
has gone to Allah like Moses who had
returned after an absence of 40 days in
spite of the fact that the people said he
was dead. In the same way our Prophet
( ) will return and cut the hands and feet
of those who say that he has died”...When
Abu Bakr (RDA) heard Umar (RDA) talking
like this he stopped him and said “Keep
silence and have control on yourself”. But
as Umar (RDA) did not comply, Abu Bakr
(RDA) turned to the people and addressed
them thus: “O people! verily whosoever
worships Muhammad ( ) behold!
Muhammad ( ) is indeed dead. But
whosoever worships Allah, behold! Allah
is alive and will never die.” Then he recited
the verse from the Holy Qur’an “And
Muhammed ( ) is no more than a
Prophet; the Prophets have already
passed away before him; if he dies or is
killed, will you turn back upon your heels?
And whoever turns back upon his heels,
he will by no means do harm to Allah in
the least; and Allah will reward the
grateful”. The recitation of this verse
startled the people, for they recollected
this verse and it is recorded that Umar
(RDA) stated when he heard that verse
his feet began to shake and he could not
remain standing on the ground but fell
down, and that he was fully convinced
that the Prophet ( ) had died”.
(Courtesy: The Muslim Reader)
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Evil is that for which they sell their
souls; that they should disbelieve in that which
Allah hath revealed, grudging that Allah should
reveal of His bounty unto whom He will of His
bondmen. They have incurred anger upon anger. For

Disbelievers is a shameful doom.
(Al-Baqarah, 2:90)
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The real accountability of man,
according to Islam, will be on the day of
Judgment when there will be no
bargaining, friendship or intercession
except that of the Holy Prophet ( ), as
permitted by Allah. Man will stand before
Him from whom nothing is hidden. (3:5)

“This day shall you be requited for
that which you did. This is Our Book; it
speaks against you with truth. We caused
all that you did to be fully recorded” (45:29)

The Holy Prophet ( ) said, “A servant
of Allah will remain standing on the Day
of Judgment, till he is questioned about
his age and how he spent it: and about
his knowledge and what he did with it;
and about his wealth, how he acquired it
and on what did he spend it; and his body,
how he wore it out.” (Tirmizi). Muslims are
expected to be ever mindful of that and
behave accordingly.

There is also accountability before
death in this very world, particularly of
those in authority, subordinated to the one
in the Hereafter. Whenever the Holy
Prophet ( ) wanted to distribute war
spoils, he would ask Hadhrat Bilal to make
an announcement and people would bring
borth whatever they had acquired during
the war. He would take out one fifth of his
share and then distribute the rest.

Once, long after the announcement,
a person came forward with a rope and
said, “This is of the war spoils.” The Holy

Prophet enquired whether he had heard
Hadhrat Bilal who had made the
announcement thrice. As he replied in the
affirmative, the Holy Prophet enquired
whether he had heard Hadhrat Bilal who
had made the announcement thrice. As
he replied in the affirmative, the Holy
Prophet ( ) wanted an explanation why
he had not complied then. He offered
some excuse but the Holy Prophet ( )
was not satisfied and said, “I would never
accept it. Now you will account for it on
the Day of Judgment.” (Abu Daud)

The Holy Prophet ( ) and the
Righteous Successors instituted a system
of accountability of public officials which
can provide much guidance today. The
Holy Prophet ( ) said, “I say it again that
the one whom I appoint to pubic office
must render an account of everything big
or small.” (Muslim)

Hadhrat Abu Bakr had this to say,
among other things, in his first sermon
after becoming Caliph, “O people. I am a
follower and not an innovator. If I do right,
help me. If I go astray, set me right.” (Ibn
Sa’ad)

The real test of accountability came
during the time of Hadhrat Umar  when
the Islamic government spread far and
wide. He kept a strict watch not only on
state functionaries but also on his own
family members, including his wife. He
was particularly hard on himself. His
famous saying, “I will be accountable even

ACCOUNTABILITY IN ISLAM
Dr Abdul Karim
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for the death of a dog on the bank of the
Euphrates.” will be remembered for all
times to come. Here is a sample of his
manner of accountability.

Hadhrat Umar required the newly
appointed public officials to declare their
assets before taking up the job. If there
was any undue subsequent increase in
them, he would, after seeking explanation,
confiscate half of it, if necessary also
dismiss the person concerned. More than
one hundred ranking Companions
received that treatment. (Ibn Sa’d) Those
who got into trouble on that account
included Hadhrat Abu Hurairah, Hadhrat
Abu Musa Ash’ary, Hadhrat Sa’ad bin Abi
Waqas and the general of generals and
a Sword of Allah, Hadhrat Khalid bin Walid.

Hadhrat Sa’d bin Abi Waqas, when
he was Governor of Kufa, had constructed
a house with a porch, a thing not approved
by Hadhrat Umar as this was likely to
prove a hinderance to ordinary
complainants. When Hadhrat Umar came
to know of it, he immediately got it
demolished in the very presence of the
Governor. (Kanz-ul-Ummal)

Accountability was also ensured
through public criticism of the offical’s
conduct, including the mighty and much
feared Hadhrat Umar himself. He, in fact,
encouraged the ordinary man to speak
up, in case he felt grieved or thought that
an official was in the wrong. He himself
faced public criticism and never took it ill,
much less became vindictive in any way.
There was the well known episode of his
being asked in public to explain how he
could manage to make his cloth out of the
normal quota for the average citizen which

could not suffice for his unusually tall
physique. His son came to his rescue by
disclosing that he had given his own share
to his father.

On one occasion, a person thought
Hadhrat Umar to be in the wrong and told
him, “Fear Allah, O Umar.” Those around
him tried to silence him but Hadhrat Umar
(RDA) said, “Let him speak, They will be
useless, if they do not speak up and we
will be useless if we do not listen to them.”
On another occasion, a women, belonging
to a down trodden class in those days,
interrupted him right in his speech in the
same words and he had the heart to
concede to her saying, “A woman knows
more than Umar.” (Kitaab-ul-Kharaaj) He
said, “I like a person most who points out
my defects to my face.” (Ibn Sa’ad) There
used to be an open kutchery at the time
of pilgrimage. What was Hadhrat Umar’s
attitude towards himself? He once
assembled people and ascended the
pulpit. After praising Allah he said, “I
remember the time when I could not afford
fruit. I had some aunts among Bani
Makhdum for whom I used to carry sweet
water. In return, they would give me a
handful of raisins. With this he got off the
pulpit. When people enquired about the
purpose of that sermon, he said, “In my
heart I felt something and I thought that
I better put it in its place by deflating it.”
(Ibn Sa’d)

Hadhrat Huzaifah was appointed
Governor of Mada’in. When his expected
return from the assignment was reported
to Hadhrat Umar, he did himself on his
route to watch him coming. As he saw
Hadhrat Huzaifah returning with nothing
more than with what he had left to take
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up his job, Hadhrat Umar came out of the
hiding and embraced him said. “You are
my brother and I am yours.” (Usd-ul-
Ghaabah)

Hadhrat Umar (RDA) had developed
close relations with the Roman Emperor
and they used to correspond with each
other. His wife, Umme Kulthoom, daughter
of Hadhrat Ali (RDA) and Hadhrat Fatimah
(RDA) once sent a gift of perfume to the
Empress. She reciprocated with jewels.
This came to the notice of Hadhrat Umar
(RDA) who insisted that this should be
deposited in Bait-ul-Maal as the state
property. She pleaded that this was in
response to her gift which she had paid
from her pocket. He agreed that this could
be so but the gift was carried by State
functionaries. Ultimately, the jewels went

to Bait-ul-Maal and she was reimbursed
the cost of perfume. (Tabri)

Hadhrat Umar (RDA) saw a camel in
the market for sale which belonged to his
son. It was in a condition much better than
he had last seen it. When he enquired
about it, he was told by his son that he
had put it with other camels in the public
pasture, as other Muslims did. Hadhrat
Umar said, “We Well, the person in-charge
of the pasture must have instructed every
one there to take good care of the camel
belonging to the son of Leader of the
Believers.” He thus made him deposit in
Bait-ul-Maal the difference between the
likely price of the camel in its original
leaner shape and what it fatched after
fattened by care in the pasture.
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The importance of prayer in Islam
cannot be understated. It is the first pillar
of Islam that Prophet Muhammad ( )
mentioned after mentioning the testimony
of faith, by which one becomes a Muslim.
It was made obligatory upon all the
prophets and for all peoples. Allah has
declared its obligatory status under
majestic circumstances. For example,
when Allah spoke directly to Moses, He
said: “And I have chosen you, so listen to
that which is inspired to you. Verily. I am
Allah; There is none worthy of worship
but I, so worship Me and offer prayer
perfectly for My remembrance.” (Surah
Taha: 13-14)

Similarly, the prayers were made
obligatory upon Prophet Muhammad ( )
during his ascension to heaven.
Furthermore, when Allah praises the
believers, such as in the beginning of
Surah Muminoon, one of the first
descriptions He states is their adherence
to the prayers.

Once a man asked the Prophet
Muhammad ( ) about the most virtuous
deed. The Holy Prophet ( ) said that the
most virtuous deed is the prayer. The man
asked again and again. The first three
times, the Holy Prophet ( ) answered,
“The prayer,” then on the fourth occasion
he stated “Jihad in the way of Allah. (Hadith
recorded by Ahmad and Ibn-e-Hubban)

The Importance of prayer is

demonstrated in many of the Prophet’s
statement. For example, the Holy Prophet
( ) said: “The first matter that the
bondman will be brought to account for
on the Day of Judgment is the prayer. If
it is sound, then the rest of his deeds will
be sound. And if it is bad, then, the rest
of his deeds will be bad.” (Tabrani)

The importance of the prayers lies in
the fact that no matter what actions one
performs in his life , the most important
aspect is one’s relationship to Allah, that
is, one’s faith (Iman), God-consciousness
(Taqwa), sincerity (Ikhlas) and worship of
Allah (ibaadat).

This relationship with Allah is both
demonstrated and put into practice, as
well as improved and increased, by the
prayer. Therefore, if the prayers are sound
and proper, the rest of the deeds will be
sound and proper; and if the prayers are
not sound and proper, then the rest of the
deeds will not be sound and proper, as
the Holy Prophet ( ) himself stated.

In reality, the prayer is performed
properly with true remembrance of Allah
and turning to Him for forgiveness – it will
have a lasting effect on the person. After
he finishes the prayer, his heart will be
filled with the remembrance of Allah.

He will be fearful as well as hopeful
of Allah. After that experience, he will not
want to move from the lofty position to

The special
importance of prayer
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one wherein he disobeys Al lah.

Allah has mentioned this aspect of
the prayer when he said: “Verily, the prayer
keeps one from the great sins and evil
deeds.” (Ankaboot:45)

Imam Nawawi has described this
effect in the following eloquent way: Its
aim is to generate within the subliminal
self of man such spiritual power, light of
faith and awareness of God as can enable
him to strive successfully against all kinds
of evils and temptations and remain
steadfast at times of trial  and adversity
and protect himself against the weakness
of the flesh and the mischief of immoderate
appetites. (Nawawi, p. 24)

The overall affect that the properly
performed prayers should have upon
humans is described in other verses in
the Holy Qur’aan:

“Verily, man was created impatient,
irritable when evil touches him with
niggardly when good touches him. Except
for those devoted to prayer those who
remain constant In their prayers. . . .”
(Ma’aarij: 19-23)

As for the Hereafter, Al lah’s
forgiveness and pleasure is closely related
to the prayers. The Messenger of Allah
said: “Allah has obliged five prayers.
Whoever excellently performs their
ablutions, prays them in their proper times,
completes their bows, prostrations with
Khushu, has a promise from Allah that He
will forgive him. And whoever does not do

that has no promise from Allah. He may
either forgive him or punish him.” (Malik,
Ahmad,  Abu Dawood,  Nasaee)

In the narration, Khushu in the prayer
is where the person’s heart is attuned to
the prayer. This feeling in the heart is then
reflected on the body. The person remains
still and clam. His gaze is also lowered.
Even his voice is affected by this feeling
in the heart.

The prayers are a type of purification
for a human being. He turns and meets
with his Lord five times a day. As alluded
to above, this repeated standing in front
of Allah should keep the person from
performing sins during the day.

Further, it should also be a time of
remorse and repentance, such that he
earnestly asks Allah for forgiveness for
those sins that he committed. In addition,
the prayer in itself is a good deed that
wipes away some of the evil deeds that
he performed. These points can be noted
in the following Hadith of the Holy Prophet
( ): “If a person had a stream outside his
door and he bathed in it five times a day,
do you think he would have any filth left
on him?” The people said, “No filth would
remain on him whatsoever.” The Holy
Prophet ( ) then said, “That is like the
five daily prayers Allah wipes away the
sins by them.” (Bukhari and Muslim). In
another Hadith, the Holy Prophet ( ) said:
“The five daily prayers and the Friday
prayer until the Friday Prayers are
expiation for what is between them.”
(Muslim)
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ISLAM is the only religion that uplifts
man from utter ignorance and materialism
to the sublime level of pure theism. It is
the creed of practice, not theory. Islam
and Islam alone can relieve mankind from
the worship of mortal-beings, dummy gods
and godesses. As Islam is the universal
religion, it appeals so to all but ignorant
and obstinate.

“Islam,” remarks Stanley Lanepool,
“has given his followers a form of theism,
simpler and more austere than the theism
of most forms of Christianity, lofty in its
conception of the relationship of man to
God, and noble in its doctrine of the duty
of man to man and of man to the lower
creation.” Another scholar, Major Arthur
Glyn Leonard, eulogising Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him)
pinpoints; “If ever man on this earth found
God, if ever man devoted his life to God’s
service with a good and a great motive,
it is certain that the Prophet of Arabia was
that man.” These impartial statements  of
non-Muslim Western scholars should open
the eyes of the Western sceptics and
critics of Islam still grouping in the gloom
of utter ignorance and make them
canvince that Islam alone can restore to
the world of humanity, sanctity and peace
and instil in man love for goodness and
courage to stand up to the forces of evil
and tyranny as an essential condition of
craving Allah’s pleasure and to make His
will predominant on this earth awaiting
with patience for his rewards in the
Hereafter.

In relevance to this argument, I would
quote the views of a few Western converts
to Islam who are men of repute and
distinction:

"I say, better Christians' advisedly,
because the charity, tolerance and
broadmindedness in the Faith of Islam,
come nearer to what Christ himself taught
than do the somewhat narrow tenets of
various Christian churches."--(Lord
Headley al-Farooq, England.)

"There is no cumpulsion in religion.
In my opinion Islam is the most complete,
righteous and original."--(M. K. Cole,
England.)

"Islam is no mere creed: it is a life to
be lived... from the cradle to the grave.
The true Muslim lives for God and God
alone." --
(M. Sadiq D.Wright, England.)

"I think the main cause of my
embracing Islam was the fact that I found
it to be the only religion where faith and
truth are truly predominant."--(H. G. Newitt,
England.)

"The churches are utterly incapable
of grappling with present-day problems.
Islam alone offers the solution."--(John
Fisher, England.)

"Islam is the greatest fraternity, and
to belong to it is to belong to God."--(Major
Abdullah Battersby, England.)

W H Y  I S L A M ?
Noor Muhammad Shaikh
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"I found that Islam was the only
religion that could claim to be the revealed
Word of God."--(Abdullah Uno Kuller,
Sweden.)

Thus we observe that intelligentsia
understand Islam, embrace it and become
fortunate and disbelievers are. "But those
in whose hearts is preversity follow the
part thereof that is allegorical, seeking
discord and searching for its hidden
meaning.'—(Al-Qur'an, III : 7).

The Holy Qur'an declares:

"Verily the (only) religion (acceptable)
with Allah is al-Islam"{ (III : 19). "The
religion of your forefather Abraham, He
named you as Muslims"(XXII : 78).

Islam means peace and submission
to Allah. Thus ‘Muslim’ means one who
submits himself completely to the will of
Allah and leads his life according to His
commandments. H.E. the late Maulana
M. A. A. Siddiqui aptly points out:

“People had invented conception of
godhead and had raised human beings,
nay even the inorganic things, to the status
of divinity. Reforming all those wrong
notions, the Holy Prophet Muhammad ( )
taught the first lesson of Islam in the words:
“There is none worthy of worship except
Allah.”

This revolutionary declaration means
that “God is One and One only, and has
no partner. God is the Creator, and
everything beside Him is ‘created’. It
means that no creature can be ranked
with the Creator, however great might be
his achievements and attributes. The line

of demarcation is very distinct and cannot
be crossed.”*

Islam is based on the following five
fundamental principles:

(1) To bear witness that there is no
God but Allah and that Muhammad  ( )
is the Messenger of Allah.

(2) To establish salat (prayer).

(3) To pay zakat (the prescribed
charity).

(4) To observe saum (fast, during
the Holy month of Ramadan).

(5) To perform Hajj (the pilgrimage
to Ka’bah in Makkah, if means permit).

In the words of H. E. the late Maulana
M.A.A. Siddiqui: “It may be pointed out
that the general conception of religion
prevailing in the world is that it is merely
a bundle of certain ritual prayers and
ceremonies. This is not, however, the
conception of Islam, which comprehends
in itself a complete and perfect code of
life dealing with spiritual, political,
economic, in fact all the aspects of human
activity.” The Holy Qur’an declares in very
clear terms:

“This day I have perfected your
religion for you and completed My favour
on you, and chosen for you Al-Islam as
your religion” (V : 4).

It is crystal clear that if a man desires
to lead a good life and earn the pleasure
of Allah he has no other choice but
Islam–the only right path of life and security
for Here and Hereafter.



 Goethe devotes a magnificent poem
to the Holy Prophet ( ) in which as the
very epitome of mankind he is compared
to a mighty river. The rivulets and streams,
his children, call on him to help them reach
the sea which is waiting for them. Majestic,
triumphant, irresistible, he draws them
onward.

Carlyle puts the Holy Prophet ( )
among the heroes of mankind, who are
blessed with the spark of divinity.

Comte de Boulainvilliers, early in the
18th century, hailed the Holy Prophet ( )
as the creator of a religion of reason.
Revolutionaries claim Him ( ) as their
own. Indeed His ( ) largesse is universal.
Everyone partakes of it to their heart’s
content.

As the Turkish dervish, Sulayman
Chelebi, in his celebrated poem, sings so
appropriately about the birth of the
Prophet.

All things created joyfully acclaimed
him,

Sorrow was dome, new life the world
was flooding.

Welcome, the poor man’s only sure
confiding.

Thus in the compassionate heart of
the Prophet ( ) are found the persecuted

and harassed rebels along with the
wretched ones of the world to whom the
Quranic verses serve as a clarion-call to
rise and claim what rightfully belongs to
them.

The eternal message of the Holy
Prophet ( ) proclaims: Islam is a
permanent revolution. It destroys all false
gods whether they be of power, wealth or
pride. Islam is not a closed system,
providing set answers to all problems
which crop up during the onward march
of mankind. Islam’s universality abhors
final solutions. Rather, Islam is a faith in
God which provides mankind a new the
riches whereby it may solve the new
problems itself.

The spirit of Islamic culture, according
to Iqbal, regards the universe as dynamic
and evolving. The Qura’an recognises
changes as a sign of God. To exit in real
time, in the words of Iqbal, is not to be
bound by serial/time but to create from
moment to moment, and to be absolutely
free and original in creation.

Thus the true spirit of Islam is
irreconcilably opposed to dogmatism and
priesthood which regards itself as the only
repository of religious knowledge. Islam
overflows all definitions, because it is open
at one end to the immeasurable greatness
of the Divine and it relates itself at the
other end to the immeasurable diversity
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THE PROPHET WHO INITIATED
A PERMANENT REVOLUTION

Prof. Khwaja Masud

And thus he carries his brother,
His treasures, his children,

All tumultuous with joy,
To their waiting Parent’s bosom



of the human kind. This indeed, is the
significance of the Prophet’s title as
Rahmatul-lil-‘Almin (Blessing for the  whole
world). This according to Iqbal is the
meaning of the concept of the finality of
the prophethood, which implies that all
personal authority, claiming supernatural
origin, has come to an end in the history
of man.

“The Prophet of Islam seems to stand
between the ancient and the modern
world,” says Iqbal. Because, “insofar as
the source of his revelation is concerned,
he belongs to the ancient world; insofar
as the spirit of the revelation is concerned,
he belongs to the modern world,” Iqbal
argues.

The birth of Islam is the birth of
inductive intellect, which regards reason
and experience as the instruments of
knowledge together with nature and history
as the source of knowledge. The Holy
Prophet ( ) ushers in the modern scientific
world whose weapons of discovery are
observation, experimentation and
generalisation.

Though the Greeks scaled the most
sublime heights of speculative thought,
too much dependence on deduction and
their aversion to experimentation almost
closed the door on any scientific
advancement. Induction is a great gift of
Islam to humanity.

The foundation of the Islamic society
that the Prophet ( ) established was
“Tauhid” — unity of ultimate reality. The
Prophet ( ), as the example for the
Ummah, showed practically through his
( ) life that the belief in Tauhid has its
logical extension in the social plane.
Therefore Iqbal emphasises: “The

essence of Tauhid as a working idea is
equality, solidarity and freedom. “The Holy
Prophet ( ) not only preached equality,
solidarity and freedom but actually the
dogmatism cannot be successful unless
it is simultaneously waged against the
exploitative system, which is responsible
for the stagnation and retardation of the
Ummah.

Islam is not a bundle of rites,
ceremonies and dogmas. Islam is an act
of perpetual sacrifice. “People think it is
easy to be a Muslim, “says Iqbal, and
adds, “It is to bear the cross in love. “We
seek the easy way to salvation and forget.
““Strait is the gate and narrow is the way
that leadeth unto heaven.

While we talk vociferously about Islam,
our actions belie our proclamations. We
tenaciously cling to the form of religion
but throw its spirit to the wind. We think
that Islam can be imposed by legislation.
The Qur’an declare unequivocally. “there
is no compulsion in religion. “No dictate
can bring about spiritual transformation,
nor can moral awakening take place by
legislation. The way to spiritual revolution
is the Prophet’s ( ) way who was the
unique combination of “Iman and Amal”.
As Iqbal emphasises, “Iman is not merely
a passive belief in one or more
propositions of a certain kind. It is creation
of divine attributes in man whose supreme
example is the Holy Prophet ( )”.

Islam’s determination to maintain its
authenticity is in no way incompatible with
its sincere desire to collaborate with all
those forces which are working for peace,
progress and social justice. As the Holy
Prophet ( ) said.” All creatures form part
of the family of God and the most beloved
of God is he who best serves his family.
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Father of Separated Cameroonian
Twins Embraces Islam

The Father of the Cameroonian
Siamese twins, Phambom and Shefbou,
who were separated at King Abdul Aziz
Medical City (KAMC) in April this year,
embraced Islam at a simple function held
yesterday at the hospital in the presence
of selected guests. The father, James
Akumpu, became Abdullah Akumpu and
recited the kalima after Dr. Sheikh Ibrahim.
“We are very happy to accept Akumpu
into the fold of Islam,” Dr Ibrahim told
guests. He explained the basic principles
of Islam and told Abdullah to adhere to
them and be an ambassador of Islam in
his own country. “I am proud to embrace
this noble faith and become a part of the
prestigious Muslim community whose rich
traditions attracted me to make this
decision,” Akumpu told reporters after his
conversion. He said the decision to convert
was his own and was carefully taken
during his four months’ stay in the
Kingdom.

“It is because of the magnanimity
shown by Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques King Abdullah bin Abdul Aziz
that my infants were separated at no cost
to us,” he said that the monarch’s action
symbolizes the attitude and approach of
Islam toward those that are less fortunate.
“I have been attracted by Islam and
delighted to be a partner of this great
communi ty  tha t  p reaches  rea l
brotherhood, equality and tolerance,” he
said.

Akumpu’s wife, Emmevena Nyamale,
was also present at the meeting and
appeared happy with her husband’s
decision.

Dr. Abdullah Al-Rabeeah, chief
executive officer of the National Guard
Health Affairs and chief surgeon- at KAMC,
said that, “While welcoming Akumpu to
our community, we feel happy that the
services rendered under the instructions
of King Abdullah are bearing fruit in several
ways.”

The twins, who were successfully
separated after a 16-hour-long operation,
are now at the general pediatric ward and
are doing fine and are being prepared for
discharge in a few weeks’ time. “They will
require a period of physiotherapy and
rehabilitation to enable them to function
normally. Both twins are now interacting
cheerfully, smiling, and playing with their
parents and hospital staff,” Dr. Rabeeah
added.

Archbishop praises Islam’s
contribution

The Archbishop of Canterbury who last
year kicked up an intense media debate
by saying that in due course of time Sharia
could be introduced in the UK, has praised
Muslims for raising the profile of religion
and ethical challenges in society.

The Archbishop was speaking in an
interview with Ahmed J.Versi, the editor
of  The Muslim News, Britain’s leading
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periodical exclusively devoted to the
causes of British Muslims.

Dr Rowan Williams said he thought
Islam had made a very significant
contribution to getting a debate about
religion into public life.

“And I think it’s very right that we
should have these debates and
discussions between Muslims and
Christians and others in public,” he said.

The interview focussed largely on the
general lack of ethical principles in today’s
secular society, emphasising the need to
rediscover the “sense of being responsible
to each other and for each other”.

“The idea that what’s good for me and
what’s good for you belongs together.
Both Muslims and Christians have a very
strong sense of God’s will being done in
community, when we really follow the
needs of the community and work for one
another on that in the will of God.”

Pak has world’s largest
biometric citizen database

Over 85 per cent of Pakistan’s adult
population has been registered on both
biometric and facial recognition systems
and the country is way ahead of the United
States and India who are in early stages

setting up of unique identification systems.

Deputy Chairman of National
Database and Registration Authority
(Nadra) Tariq Malik says Pakistan has
established, the world’s largest biometric
citizen database, enabling elected
government to use, identity infrastructure
to roll out financial support and other
programmes for the benefit of citizens.
He said that the evolution of e-government,
the outreach to poorest of poor, effective
information and physical security, crises
management and many facets of the lives
of citizens of Pakistan depend on Nadra’s
ability to assert Pakistani identity in an
efficient, safe and widely accepted manner.

Islamic college opens in Stockholm

 The Islamic Center of Stockholm in
Sweden has established an Islamic
Studies College. The growing trend of
conversion to Islam among the Swedes
has made the establishment of such
research centers necessary. A number of
other Islamic institutes in the country are
also planning to launch Islamic colleges.
Currently, there are some 1,20,000
Muslims residing in Sweden, making lsam
the second-largest religion in the country
after Christianity. Islam is a recognised
religion in the Scandinavian country and
students in public schools learn about
Islamic beliefs.
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